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Summary :

The protection of cultural properties during armed conflicts is considered
one if the issue that have a great importance nowadays, particulary that the role of
international humanitarian law is not only limited to protect individuals, but it has
extended to include the cultural properties as well ; this latter make up the cultural,
historical and spiritual values of all peoples. These values to humanity
And therefore must be protected, maintained, respected, and protected from any
Military assault that may cause harm to these properties.

Hence, 1 twas necessary establish legal rules which provide protection for
these properties,with the need to set standards and grounds to differentiate between
these properties and the military targets ; knowing that since the adoption of hague
conventions of 1899 and 1907, a successive number of international documents
urged greater protection for cultural properties during armed conflicts, as a result,
some pacts and conventions came into being such as the pact of 1935 and then the
hague convention and its annexes in 1954, Which is considered as the first
international document specializing in this topic because it established a special
situation for cultural properties, offering general direct and private pretection since
it is an integral part of the common heritage of humaity, efforts have culminated in
the adoption of the second additional protocol of the hague convention of 1954,
which gave enhanced protection for cultural properties.

And because the clauses of protection cannot be applied in reality unless
they are supported by mechanisms that ensure; with an integrated framework, their
respect and proper implementation; therefore different related conventions of
international humanitation law stipulated this to special mechanisms, whether they
are of preventive trait so that they act before and during armed conflicts, or of
supervisory trait act during armed conflicts to ensure the commitments of
conflicting parties to apply the protection, besides the repressive mechanisms that
lie in the role of the international criminal judiciary ; especially the criminal court,
as a judicial body and with original jurisdiction specially to follow up on state
parties that prove their responsibility for cultural war crimes.
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