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This thesis addresses the crime of embezzlement in Algerian law,
considering it one of the most serious offenses threatening public funds
and negatively impacting economic development and public trust in state
institutions. Recent economic and technological changes have
complicated methods of corruption, including embezzlement, making its
prevention an urgent necessity. The crime is often committed by
individuals entrusted with managing or safeguarding public or

institutional funds, who unlawfully convert those assets for personal use.

The study analyzes embezzlement in terms of its legal nature and
elements, both material and moral, emphasizing that the perpetrator
must be a public official or someone holding a public function. It
distinguishes embezzlement from similar crimes such as breach of trust,
theft, and unlawful appropriation, pointing out that embezzlement is
unique in that the offender originally had legal possession of the funds

before converting them illegitimately.

The research explores various forms of embezzlement, including
misappropriation, destruction, dissipation, unlawful use, and unjustified
retention. These are all seen as manifestations of the crime when
accompanied by intent to unlawfully own the assets. The scope of
property subject to embezzlement is broad and includes tangible and
intangible assets, financial securities, and any item of material or

symbolic value entrusted to an official by virtue of their position.

The study stresses the need for both preventive and punitive

mechanisms, including strict legislation, effective administrative
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oversight, promotion of a culture of integrity and transparency, and
empowering anti-corruption agencies to carry out their roles efficiently. It
further highlights that diagnosing the root causes of embezzlement and
identifying administrative weaknesses can contribute to system reform

and strengthen citizens’ confidence in the state.

In conclusion, the thesis recommends updating legislation to keep pace
with evolving criminal techniques, reinforcing employee oversight, and
distinguishing between non-intentional administrative errors and
deliberate embezzlement to ensure fair application of the law and better

protection of public funds
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