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Abstract

Speech on social media platforms in Algeria, as in every other society- took a blind
turn when memes -funny pictures- became a mean for racist and sexist individuals to
showcase their biased beliefs about women, blacks, and Asians. Sexist and racist
memes, what is also referred to as dark humour, is the least if ever investigated type of
speech because jokes are to be laughed on, not thought of. For instance, an ideology as
serious as racism that existed long time before should not be considered less serious
when it is placed in a picture called meme with an image of a monkey on it as a
humiliation to dark-skinned people. No wise man would laugh on an insult directed to
a whole race. The same can be said about sexism, which limits women and holds them
slaves to house chores, and prohibits them from approaching others, under the belief
that they are less smart, and less skilled. Thus, there is a need to discuss and approach
this kind speech, and reduce its serious impact on the society, otherwise, it is going
to be a never ending cycle of marginalization that is based on nonsensical ideas set by
society. Very few studies cowered this area of discourse in Algeria before,
making this research in hand the first one to tackle the presented issue. To carry this
study, data was collected from Facebook and Instagram, and was analysed using
Fairclough’s model of critical discourse analysis to unveil the type of linguistic
features used in racist and sexist discourse, and to raise awareness towards it. The
findings of this study showed that sexist and racist vocabulary is used explicitly, yet,
people interacted positively with it on social media, and this is highly attributed to the
nature of the discourse that took the form of a meme. As a result, contrary to what has
often been assumed, memes are not all the time mere jokes, they are social weapons

that if not controlled can lead to an extreme power abuse in the society.

Key words:
Memes: digital jokes on social media and they come in different types.

Racism: the marginalization of one nation in favor of the other, due to physical,

cultural, and geographical differences

Sexism: the marginalization of one gender in favor of the other.
Vi



Vil



uaila

D) sl s) Clagal) sl Lodie Ll Us yrie e laia¥) Jual il 4l 5o e < 51 e W3IS0 243
OmseY) 5 sl clul) a3 el agilafina (a2l 31 el aia o sl 5 G eaiell Alau 5 (dSaiae
Sl (Y aie Baas JBY) ladldl g 5 el sl Line oSIL Lial o jey Lo 5 aaiall 5 &y peaindl Cilagall
O dash 85 e 2y A 54 paiallS gan aflal g Y JE) Ja e Led Sa Y 5 lgle dlain,
Ol gl dlaizay ¢ 1Al 5 i) Clanal JYAY 385y sea Lisauae Jawe (8 aadasy Ledic 4y (o
el 53 el any (31 cwindl adll e dsadi o A J 8 Sy aleSh B () Gga s Al e el
L AL 5 3 kee JB 5 16183 J8 W el s Al Jlee) () ol 5BY) (e Leriay 5 Al jiadl Jlee DU dspa
O daalie Y Adla i Y5 Al as i 5 aladll e gl 138 A g AdBlal dale dala clllia
¢l A Clad) e Gl ding 6l ) ) ol ol il Ll Ll daa Y ISE e dgise Glaagl)
Gl aan a8 ¢ Aulyall 028 o) aY A skl dadl) ey diay Jf ) Jsbite & Canl) 138 Jaay Lae
Oe Sl gaall CUadl) sl Fairclough g 3sed alasiuls Whlai o35 ¢ Instagram s Facebook (s

Lealad doe gill g ¢ Gaatiall 5 (5 paiall Clladll 8 deadiual) 4y all) Cleud) ¢ 53
883 5 sall Ay laia¥) Ay lll Claad) oo L sdae ) ABGT A0 e Y L) cand) e Caagy o Il
) laaldl Jlas Apanl o Lo S8 138 e Flusiin 8 aalay A1) L § il 5 (5 juainll sl
OV Y ¢ g S8 a3 4y yeaiall g Lwis 3 sl lajiadl o Al all oda il & jelal Sdlaal) &
Qlaall daple ) S JS8 @y aa s ¢ el dual il dilus (e (o) JS0 Lera sl L (i)
3 e Gl Clagall (8 ¢ Gla¥) (e 3K 8 (il IS Le el e ¢l dad anall JS5 3331 1)

L aSail) ol () aaianall (8 Al A 5058 O (S Ao Lain) dalll gd (S

Vil



Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table

01 :

02

List of Tables

The Grammatical Features of The Surface Utterance

: The Meme Text’s Grammatical Processes
03 :
04 :
05 :
06 :
07 :
08 :

Grammatical Processes of The Racist Text

The Surface Structure of The Discourse

The Grammatical Functions of The Surface and Meaning Utterances
The Composition of The Surface Utterance

Grammatical Features of The Sexist Text

The Grammatical Composition of Sexism in The Meme Text



Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure

Figure

01
02

03 :
04 :
05 :
06 :
07 :
08 :

09
10
11
12
13

14 :
15 :
16 :
17 :
18 :
19 :

20
21

List of Figures

: The tourist guy meme
: A woman yelling at a cat meme
‘I can has cheezburger’ LOLcat meme.
‘The advice dog’ meme.
A viral Algerian misheard lyrics meme
‘The Rage Guy’ meme.
‘How do women feel after gaining some money ?° meme
The normalization of racist memes
Fairclough’s diagram of interpretation
: Negros to work for free meme
: The black child racist meme
: ‘Stealing, aiming, escaping’ racist meme
: The negros in the studio meme
The Chinese friend meme
‘Everything that moves’ meme
The war racist meme
‘The only place women enlight is the kitchen’ meme
‘Women ‘s talk’ sexist meme
The sexist meme of parking
- women do not know different types of cars’ oil

: The strong independent woman sexist meme



List of Abbreviations

CMC : Computer-mediated communication
CDA : Critical discourse analysis

MR : Member resources

MSA : Modern Standard Arabic

Xl



TABLE OF CONTENTS

DECLARATION
DEDICATION
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
ABSTRACT

aile

LIST OF TABLES

LIST OF FIGURES

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study

Problem of the Study
Research Questions
Research Aims

Significance of the Study

L L S o

Research Methodology

CHAPTER ONE : LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction
1.1 Meme

1.1.1 Definition of the Meme
1.1.2 Characteristics of Memes
1.1.3 Memes Genres
1.2 Ideology and Memes
1.2.1 The Concept of Sexism
1.2.2 Sexism in Memes
1.2.3 The Concept of Racism
1.2.4 Racism in Memes
1.2.5 Memes in the Algerian Society
1.3 Critical Discourse Analysis
1.3.1 What is CDA ?

1.3.2 Importance of CDA
1.3.3 Norman Fairclough’s Framework

1.3.4 Discourse as a Social Practice

T N N S

N U oo 9o

12
13
13
14
15
15
16

17

17
18
22



Conclusion
CHAPTER TWO : METHODS AND PROCEDURES

Introduction
2.1 Research Design
2.2.1 Research Philosophy
2.2.2 Research Type
2.2.3 Research Strategy
2.2.4 Temporal Scope
2.3 Document Data Collection
2.4 Data Collection
2.5 Data Analysis
2..6 The Methodological Limitations
Conclusion

CHAPTER THREE : DATA ANALYSIS, RESDEARCH FINDINGS, AND

DISCUSSION
Introduction

3.1 Racist memes
3.1.1 Meme 01

3.1.2 Meme 02

3.1.3 Meme 03

3.1.4 Meme 04

3.1.5 Meme 05

3.1.6 Meme 06

3.1.7 Meme 07

3.2 Sexist Memes
3.2.1 Meme 01

3.2.2 Meme 02

3.2.3 Meme 03

3.2.4 Meme 04

3.2.5 Meme 05

3.2.6 Meme 06

3.3 Importance of CDA
3.4 Discussion of Findings
Conclusion

CHAPTER FOUR : GENERAL DISCUSSION, IMPLICATIONS, AND

LIMITATIONS
Introduction

4.1 Discussion

4.2 Limitations

4.3 Further Suggestions
Conclusion

GENERAL CONCLUSION

23

25
25
25
26
27
27
27
28
30
31
31

34
34
34
37
40
43
47

50
53

57
57

60
62
64
65
68
71

72
73

75
75
76
77
77
80



REFERENCE LIST

82



General Introduction



1. Background of the Study

Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC), refers to social interactions
through virtual platforms, across the globe, at a rapid rate, which restrict
temporal and geographical boundaries. That is to say, in Computer-
mediated communication, language is the only mean of communication
with the absence of other features of interaction such as body language,
gestures, facial expressions, woice tone, intonation and so on. This
accelerated ewolvement of CMC led consequently to an astonishing
development of language. One of the most remarkable outcomes of CMC
is the emergence of multimodal internet memes.

The word meme was first introduced in Richard Dawkin’s work <’The
Selfish Gene’’. Dawkins (1976) defined meme as ‘’a unit of cultural
transmission or a unit of imitation.”” (p.192). Thus based on his view,
memes work like genes , they are replicators of human culture, just like
genes carry the DNA of the human throughout the generation, memes
carry culture in the same way. They mirror people’s perception and
conception of ideas. Therefore, when reading a meme of a certain
society, the ideologies are pellucidly reflected in that meme. To
elaborate, many people were not aware of the famous Ghanaian ritual of
funerals until it became a meme. In this meme, a troupe of dancers
called pallbearers hold a coffin on their shoulders and perform a certain
dance. At first, internet users thought this to be only a joke, howevwer,
later it was found to be a real ritual practiced in Ghana. Memes are
instruments that hold culture and transmit it across the world. Thus, a
society’s culture and ideologies are represented in internet memes.

Memes come in different forms. To illustrate, a meme can be a text i.e
a sentence said by a famous person, a dialogue between people, a song
lyrics or even a movie script. Also it can be an audio from a movie, a
series or a speech. It can be a picture of a person, a cartoon, or an
animal. At last, it can be a short video from an interview, from a
speech of a political figure, or short clips from Youtube. Literally
anything can be turned to a meme.

The type of memes this study is going to focus on is the so called
“Image-Macro”. Image Macros are memes composed of a picture and a
text. The text is written on the top or at the bottom of the picture, and
sometimes inside the picture if it is a conwersation. The text can be a
short paragraph, a sentence, or ewen a single word. Misspellings,
grammatical mistakes and gaps can be intentionally included.



2. Problem of the Study

Memes require socio-cultural competence to be understood. Non
millenials —people who are not born between 1995 and 2010 [Gen Z]-
face difficulty in understanding the message behind a meme and ewven
fail to understand the relation between the picture and the text. As
doctors have a specific medical jargon, memes are becoming millenials’
unique jargon as well, which means only they possess the competence to
understand memes. Memes are characterized by being parodic,
humorous, and most importantly overt to the receiver which allows them
to proliferate thatis, they go wviral. As Hemsley.J and Mason. M (2013,
as cited in Shifman 2013) describe in their article The Virality of Memes

A word-of- mouth-like cascade diffusion process wherein a
message is actively forwarded from one person to another, within
and between multiple weakly linked personal networks, resulting in
rapid increase in the number of people who are exposed to the
message. (P.55)

They added that, for a meme to go wiral, first it starts within a
limited scope of communication; i.e between few people, generally
person-to-person communication. Later, they use a shared platform to
spread the meme, specifically on social media. After, these memes are
diffused in multiple networks by a larger scope of people, thus they go
viral.

As previously mentioned, memes are a container of people’s ideologies,
which make them subjective. People have the ability to share their own
ideas, be it positive or negative, disguised in humor. To add more,
individuals misuse the wvirality of memes to propagate certain
miscellaneous beliefs such as sexism and racism. A number of memes
do carry such notions camouflaged with funniness and parody. According
to the European Institute for Gender Equality (n.d) “sexism is linked to
beliefs around the fundamental nature of women and men and the roles
they should play in society(...) gender stereotypes can rank one gender
as superior to another(...) sexism can touch ewveryone but women are
particularly affected”. On the other hand, Clair. M and Denis. J (2015)
stated that racism is

“an ideology of racial domination” in which the presumed
biological or cultural superiority of one or more racial groups is
used to justify or prescribe the inferior treatment (...) Through the
process of racialization, perceived patterns of physical difference



such as skin color or eye shape are used to differentiate groups of
people. (p. 857-863)

After a keen observation of the memes used specifically in the Algerian
society, notions of racism and sexism are used and adopted in daily
speech. Despite the fact that society members are aware of the presence
of these ideas in those memes, still, they normalize their usage.
Although these concepts contradict the human principles and are fought
through seweral formal organizations and institutions, yet, they are
utilized and standardized in the Algerian community.

3. Research Questions

To fulfill the purpose of this study, the following questions are raised;
what are the linguistic factors that contribute to the reproduction of
racist and sexist memes? What are the social contexts that led to the
production of racist and sexist memes in the Algerian society ? What
are the advantages of using CDA in detecting sexist and racist ideologies
in memes ? This research will explore if there are specific features that
influence the reproduction of racist and sexist memes.

4. Research Aims

This study aims at discovering the sociolinguistic elements that promote
the reproduction of these culturgens in the Algerian community.
Moreower, this study will raise awareness towards these racist and sexist
ideologies.

5. Significance of the Study

This study focuses on analysing memes critically to reweal the
implications of certain ideologies in the Algerian community through the
use of critical discourse analysis. On the other hand, the following has
been excluded from this study; The virality and vanishment of Memes.
This study has potential limitations; the main limitation is the lack of
previous research studies on the topic in the Algerian community. Very
few researches were conducted in this field of study especially an
examination on racist and sexist memes in the Algerian dialect which
makes this research challenging and anew.

6. Research Methodology

The methodology adopted in this research is critical discourse analysis. This
framework helped achieve a thorough investigation of ideologies presented in
memes, whether explicitly or implicitly. It also helped analyzing the discourse
at several lewels.






Chapter 1 : Literature Review



Chapter | : Literature Review

Introduction

This chapter explores the literature review related to the discursive
manifestations of sexist and racist memes in the Algerian society. It
discusses the definition of memes and their characteristics as will as their
genres. Moreower, this chapter highlights sexism and racism in memes,
specifically in the Algerian society. Furthermore, it provides an owerview of
the framework of critical discourse analysis used in this research which is

that of Fairclough, along with previous studies in relation to this topic.

1.1.1 Meme

The word meme is derived from the Greek term mimema, which denotes
something that is imitated or copied. The word mimema translates in English to
Mimeme which Richard Dawkins modified to a monosyllabic term to align with

the word Gene making it Meme.

Richard Dawkins (1976) defines meme as ‘‘a unit of cultural transmission’
(p.192). He describes a meme as a replicator of culture, spreading from one
person to another through imitation. He (1976) states that memes are analogous
to genes ; memes carry culture the same way genes carry human DNA.
Dawkins supported his analogy building upon what the ewolution theory of
Darwin tackled. Howewver, many researches emphasized the importance of
differentiating between ‘gene’ and ‘meme’. As Blackmore (1999, p.17) posited
that genes are biologically instructed to make proteins, which are kept in the
cells of the human body, and distributed to be reproduced. This competition is
the cornerstone of the evolutionary theory. On the other hand, memes are ought
to transmit behaviors, which are proliferated through imitation. Moreover, when
it comes to making a distinction between memes and genes, although, they are
both replicators and must fulfill the fundamental basis of the ewolutionary

theory, they are only exclusively similar in terms of ‘the analogy’.



In addition to that, Shiffman (2013, p.12) states that this analogy should be
studied cautiously and critically because it is not mandatory to discuss memes
from a biological perspective. And due to the nature of memes as being
replicated, adopted, and should fit a certain social context, it is highly crucial
to analyse them from a sociocultural point of view.

Studying how memes transmit social norms, culture, and human behavior, has
become the concern of many scholars, due to their digital form, which makes
memes proliferate at a high rate between internet users nowadays. They depict
what is commonly used and shared between internet users which demonstrate
inevitably how digital culture is operating (Shiffman, 2013).

In the light of the abowve, we can conclude this section by claiming that memes
are a modern way of communication. They reveal the social behaviors and the
social beliefs of a given community. Thus, it is crucial to study them by
sociolinguistics as they form part of human discourse.

1.1.2 Characteristics of Memes

Memes are characterized mainly by their virality, it is to say that they are
spread and shared between internet users. According to Dawkins (1976, as cited
in Shiffman, 2013, p.17), three factors influence the diffusion of memes through
the internet ; longevity, fecundity, and copy fidelity.

First, longevity is the survival of a meme for a long stretch of time. Memes
do not have a specific amount of time for their use, each meme lasts for a
certain amount of time and vanishes gradually due to competition and selection
of memes, this leads to the second factor which is fecundity.

Next, fecundity refers to the idea that a new meme replaces an old one which
leads to its extinction. When a new meme appears holding the same message
of a previous one, it automatically replaces it. In other words, the first meme
is updated taking a new form which people are likely to adopt. This change is
called copy fidelity.

Furthermore, as Blackmore(1999) stated ‘“human creativity is a process of
variation and recombination’” (p.15). Memes are marked as being replicable,
which means that a meme can come in different versions carrying the same
message.

Blackmore mentioned that memes are replicated holding the same message.
Howewer, Shiffman (2013) added that a meme can not exist outside of social
contexts and practices. This means, memes are characterized by symbolic
meanings. A meme is always made on purpose to transmit a message related



to a certain theme or social phenomenon that happened or is still happening in
society. The same meme can be used out of its original context, yet the
meaning is successfully transmitted because memes have a meaning that serves
a function.

The last characteristic of memes is funniness. Hazlitt (1903, as cited in Raskin
1985) suggests a list of things that provoke laughter or are found funny :

We laugh at absurdity, we laugh at deformity, ....we laugh at the dress
of foreigners and they at ours. Country people laugh at a person because
they never saw him before. Anyone dressed at height of the fashion or
quite out of it is equally an object of ridicule. It is hard to hinder
children from laughing at a stammerer, at a negro, at a drunken man, or
even at a madman. We laugh at mischief, we laugh at what we do not
believe. We say that an argument or an assertation that is very absurd is
quite ludicrous, we laugh to show our satisfaction, with ourselves or our
contempt for those about us, or to conceal our envy or our ignorance.
We laugh at fools, and at those who pretend to be wise-at extreme
simplicity, awkwardness, hypocrisy, and affectation. (p. 02)

Homour is a universal trait shared by all humans. However, what is funny for
someone may not be considered funny for another. In general, people laugh at
everything which is different from them, whether in appearance such as clothes
and skin colour, or in speech such as different accent and different vocabulary
used by outsiders.

We laugh at what is different from us to feel that sense of belonging to the
society we live in. We laugh for satisfaction, for that when someone is
perceived different from us, it strengthens our sense of belonging since we
follow the norms.

1.1.3 Memes Genres

Memes come in different forms. Each one is used in different context with a
different purpose. Shiffman is one of the few scholars who classified memes
under categories. Shiffman (2013, pp.100-118) introduced nine types of memes.
Reaction Photoshops, Photo fads, Flash Mob, Lipsynch, Misheard lyrics, Recut
trailers, LOLcats, Stock Character macros, and Rage comics. Below we will
provide a detailed account of each type.

Reaction photoshops. Reaction photoshops are memes created by photo-editing
softwares such as Adobe. Basically, this type of memes are photoshopped,
which means people or objects in the picture are put in a different context
from the original one. The meme creator is able to put a person or an object
in different settings. The most famous reaction photoshop meme is the ‘fourist
guy’ meme. This hungarian man photoshopped himself standing on the world
trade center with a plane behind him that is about to hit the tower. He created



this meme during September 11th attacks. He sent it to his friends as a hoax,
howewver, his friends did not realize it was photoshopped.

Figure 01
The tourist guy

Photo Fads. Photo fads are memes that include a person making a certain
gesture or a position in different contexts. For example the ‘“woman yelling at
a cat’> meme. This meme shows a woman pointing furiously at a cat, while
that cat seems totally relaxed and careless towards her. This meme has been
used in endless contexts. This meme is used in a context where two people are
arguing about something. One of them is trying to convince the other angrily,
but the other is usually unwilling to change his mind.

Figure 02
A woman yelling ata cat meme

LOLcats. This is one of the first types of memes to appear on the internet. It
pictures a cat with a mispelled text called "LOLspeak"” Shiffman (2013)
included the first meme of this type with the following caption: I/ can has
cheeseburger’. The text is mispelled because the meme creator tries to conwey
a message in a childlike or a catlike internet dialect. These memes denote an
emotional state that the meme creator wants to conwey. The user of such
discourse wants to sound pitiful and make the other do what they want by
triggering their emotions.



Figure 03
“I can has cheezburger’ LOLcat meme

Stock Character Macros. Stock Character Marcos are memes that originated
from one meme called ‘the advice dog’. This meme contains a picture of a
dog with a rainbow background. This dog is supposedly giving advice, but it is
giving poor guidance. Other versions of this meme appeared later, such as "the
socially awkward penguin®, "courage wolf", and ‘"bachelor frog".

Figure 04
‘The advice dog’ meme

EAT
MUSHROOMS

ARI®) GROW

smeyenerator.nest

Recut Trailers. A recut trailer is a type of memes wherein the meme creator
takes a short clip from a movie or a series and edit it or remix it to serwe
another context. The following meme is a short clip taken from a famous
algerian series called [El Badra]. This passage from the scene has been so

10



used by the viewers of the series, that it went viral, and it became known for
everyone.

Figure 05

A viral Algerian misheard lyrics meme

o Losa sasdle 5 .all
wloid galany paly

Note. This meme is taken from a series called El-baderra

Misheard Lyrics. Misheard lyrics is a type of memes where a certain lyrics is
misheard, and consequently misspelled. In other words, the receiver finds the
closest phonetic resemblance for the word in their language, and use it instead
of the original word. For instance, the Japanese word Arigato was misheard by
an algerian. He received it as an Algerian sentence that is pronounced almost
the same as the Japanese word, which is [ara gato] which translates to “‘give
me some sweets’’.

Lipsynch. Lipsynch, also reffered to as Lipdup, is a type of memes where
people mowe their lips to match the audio they are replicating. The audio can
be a song, a passage from a movie or an interview, and others. Lipsynch
started first as a technique in cinema and musical performances. Howewer, it
lately took a sarcastic tone, and it is used now in a humourous way.

Flash Mob. Flash mob is a social phenomenon where a group of individuals
gather suddenly in one place, perform a scene, and leave as quick as a flash.
It emerged on the internet in 2003, when a group of one hundred members
called ‘Mob Project’ gathered at the Macy’s store in Manhattan holding leaflets
and requesting discounts.

Rage Comics. Rage comics are emoji-like faces, that express different emotions
and are related to different behaviors. They are called ‘Rage Comics’ for the
first comic that ever appeared. It was called the ‘Rage Guy’, and it represented
an angry face.

11



Figure 06
‘The Rage Guy’ meme
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1.2 Ideologiesand Memes

Van Dijk (2006) defined ideologies as “systems of ideas” and socio-cognitively
“shared representations of social groups, and more specifically as the axiomatic
principles of such representations” (p. 115)

In other words, an ideology is an opinion or a belief that governs a group of
people. Capitalism, Liberalism, Marxism, and Nationalism are examples of
ideologies.

On the other hand, memes are the representation of one’s own thoughts and
beliefs, i.e ideologies. A meme producer creates a meme which aligns with
what they believe to be right or what should be right. This made memes
encrypted messages, not only humorous pictures. (Helen Brown 2022, para.5)

However, not all memes are merely ‘jokes’. Certain individuals started using
them negatively through including harmful ideas that attack races, genders,
religions, ethnicities, and even biological features of humans. These so called
‘jokes’ can be a threat to society, and have the capacity to influence people’s
behaviors. (Kristen Munson, 2021, para.4)

Creators of sexist and racist memes use them as a tool to spread their
ideologies because they found them to be a welcomed and accepted form of
discourse. In other words, anything funny is usually not thought of, but only
accepted and laughed on. This is because memes form part of social
acceptance. (Heather Mcdonald. Nd, para.2)
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This part sheds lights on two strong, major ideologies that hawe existed and
still exist until this day, which are : sexism and racism.

1.2.1 The Concept of Sexism

The term ‘‘sexism’’ was first coined by Pauline M.Leet in 1965 during a
‘Student-Faculty-Forum’ at Franklin and Marshall College. She compared it
to racism stating ‘When you argue...that since fewer women write good
poetry this justifies their total exclusion, you are taking a position
analogous to that of the racist- | might call you in this case a sexist .

Vatterling-Braggins.M (ed) (1981) : ‘“‘a statement is sexist if its use
constitutes, promotes, or exploits an unfair or irrelevant or impertinent
distinction between the sexes’’. Sexism is the biased treatement of one
gender in favor of the other. The marginalized gender is most of the time
the females. This marginalization may occur in any domain ; in language
use, in education, in politics, in society, in jobs, and ewven in everyday
contexts.

Another definition of sexism is that of Mills.S (2008) who states that :
‘‘statements may be considered to be sexist if they rely on stereotypical
and outdated beliefs”. Sexists rely sometimes on ancient beliefs held
against females. Women were considered a bad omen, a shame for the
family, they were even believed to have a smaller brain than that of men.
They were not allowed to express themselves or give their opinion in any
topic. These ideas have been engraved in people’s minds for generations
that some people still believe in them.

1.2.2 Sexism in Memes

With the widespread of internet usage, people deweloped modern ways of
communication, consequently modern ways of spreading ideas too. The best
way to say something and make it acceptable is decorating it with
humour. Humour tends to soften any said idea, including the sexist and
racist ones. People who interact with and react to sexist memes can be
against this belief, however, reacting seriously to a ‘joke’ is perceived as
having ‘no sense of humour’, thus they are somehow obliged to react
positively to this kind of jokes to be feel that sense of belonging to the
humourous community. Sexists say whatever idea they believe to be true
about women, they put it in a humourous context, and serve it to the
audience as a mere joke. Internet users can be adolescents who are
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building and deweloping their personality, thus they grasp anything they see
on internet, including sexist ideologies, which they will later use on
females surrounding them. Spreading sexist memes is even more dangerous
to this kind of audience than it could be to adults who can choose either
to believe it or not.

Figure 07
‘How do women feel after gaining some money ? 'meme
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This picture is an algerian sexist meme which translates to : « A girl after
being paid 1000DA per day : who needs a man in their lives ? ».

1.2.3. The Concept of Racism

According to the Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy (2008), racism is
defined as : ‘‘the inability or refusal to recognize the rights, needs,
dignity, or value of people of particular races, or geographical origins’’
(p.810).

Racism 1is the act of descriminating or ‘othering’ people for certain
features they hawve. Whether it is the colour of their skin, or the shape of
their eyes, or where they come from. Descrimination comes in different
forms, these people can be marginalized in their jobs, in society, in
everyday treatement, and also made fun of.

Weber (2015) states that : ‘‘particular cultural representation of specific
groups of people are naturalized and conwventionalized, and are fully
integrated into the culture’s commun sense’’ (p.07). People have always
perceived certain races as different from them. This differentiation has been
owverly practiced throughout history that it became part of the commun
sense. In other words, people are convinced that these races are the
‘others’. Descrimination happens because the racist part believes that they
are superior.
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The term Racism was first coined in french ‘racisme’ by Gaston Méry in
his novel ‘‘Jean Révolte’’. The novel is about a man who establishes an
organization to defend the french celtic race against the Jews and latins.
The first who used the term Racism in english was a white general called
Richard Henry Pratt in 1902 in a meeting which was held to discuss the
protection of the native americans. This meeting was held due to his
supposed concern about the harm that was brought by white settlers to the
locals. His idea was to integrate them in the western culture to hold them
under their protection. This was an implicit way of practicing racism
against native americans.

1.2.4 Racism in Memes

Racism took seweral forms. It started as a wverbal practice. Then, it was
practiced through slawery. Later, it deweloped from slavery to
descrimination in work, education, politics, and other important position.
Racism became a part of people’s identity. White people are convinced
that they possess certain superiority owver black people. Racism is
internalized in people’s thoughts that it became a common sense.

The normalization of this ideology made it possible to include it even in
humorous contexts. In the same way that sexism was integrated in memes,
racism also became part of digital humour. Racism in memes is practiced
against seweral races. It can be against black people as well as asians for
their physical features.

Figure 08
The normalization of racist memes

PEOPLE ARE SIMILAR TO SHARKS

1.2.5 Memes in the Algerian Society

As in all societies, the Algerian one adopted the digital culture. It became a
part of people’s life and communication. Starting with linguistic messages, to
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emojis, and deweloping to memes. Memes started as funny statements
accompanied with pictures taken from known characters, either real people or
cartoons. Each character transmits a message. However, it dewveloped lately to
become a mean of transporting ideologies, sexist and racist ones specifically.

The same way memes became a weapon held against races, genders, and
religions in other societies, it was the same in Algeria. Memes became indirect
ways to clash people without punishement or judgement since they are
disguised in a humourous covwer.

People who use memes are perceived as being modern, civilized, and up-to-date
with the world of the internet. In other words, they fit in the modern society
more than those who do not use memes.

This idea made meme-users less likely to be judged no matter what they say
since it is perceived as ‘funny’.

In Algeria, sexist memes can come as men clashing women for working, for
expressing their opinions, for holding an important position, for driving, for
standing for themselves, or for any activity that implies their independence. In
2018, a girl was beaten publically in the capital Algiers for going out for a
run in Sablette telling her that she belongs in the kitchen. This event rised the
voice of many women who supported her by lifting leaflets and creating
hashtags demanding men to leave them alone, that they belong to wherever
they want, not to the kitchen or any place they want them to be.

On the other hand, racism is mainly held against black people for their skin
colour, and asians for their facial appearance. This can be noticed in the
immigration of black people to Algeria seeking refugee. They were not harmed,
but also they were not accepted in the society. The difficulty of understaning
each other made Algerians think of them as stupid and ignorant from which
appeared the word meme [kahloush] which translates to black. This confirms
the presence of this ideology in the Algerian society.

1.3 Critical Discourse Analysis

Language is a social tool in the hands of the dominant party, used to execute
power over others. Thus, Fairclough, along with other critical discourse analysts,
call language a ‘‘social practice’’. People’s ways of speaking are socially
determined by their social positions. In other words, the dominant party has
more control ower language in a way that serwes its purposes. The
discrimination of a party over another through the use of language is a modern
and discursive way of marginalizing them in society, depriving them specifically
from their rights and their social values, making them the ‘other’ class of
people.(Fairclough.1984, p.42)

As a result of this language abuse, there has to be an analytical framework
that aims to inspect this type of language use, the reasons behind it, and the
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consequences it brings to society. This framework is called ‘‘Critical Discourse
Analysis’” or ‘““CDA”’. CDA dates back to the 20th century within the field of
‘“ Critical  Linguistics’’. It was based in Halliday’s Systemic Functional
Linguistics. It aimed to detect the ideology behind discourse. Critical Linguistics
was criticised by Fairclough in 1995 as he claimed that CL did not seperate
the interpretation of the audience from that of the analyst. Also, CL neglected
the intertextual analysis of text, i.e the existence of a micro text within a
macro one.

1.3.1 What isCDA

According to Fairclough (1995), critical discourse analysis: ‘‘is not merely
interested in any kind of power but it specifically focuses on abuse of power,
in other words, on forms of domination that result in social inequality and
injustice” (p. 01). Put differently, critical discourse analysis is problem-oriented
; it is used to study relevant social problems, such as sexism and racism.

Another definition is of Wodak (2011) who states that CDA is the study
concerned with : ‘‘Relationships of dominance, discrimination, power, and
control as manifested in language”’.

1.3.3 Importance of CDA

Texts are context-bound, i.e a text can not come outside of its context, which
makes language a wehicle of ideologies. Consequently, texts always manifest,
distinguish, change, and reproduce ideologies.

Also, the importance of CDA lies in its ability to uncover the minds of text
creators, rewvealing their thoughts, stances, and what they aim at with such texts.
The cornerstone of CDA is to unweil the ideological manifestations in different
discourses, in order to detect the permeation of dangerous ideologies in society.

Van Dijk (1997) states that the central point of text analysis is : “‘how
various ideologies are manifested in different kinds of text structures’.

Besides, through CDA, scholars and researchers can discover who is the
dominant and who is being dominated in society, and with which strategies ;
such as manipulation, legetimation, dominance, and power abuse.

1.3.4 Fairclough’s Framework

Norman Fairclough is one of the founders of critical discourse analysis. He was
the first to initiate the idea that power is exercised through language in 1989.
As other scholars who used and modified CDA, Fairclough brought his own
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strategy to analyse discourse. His model consists of three inter-related
dimensions : description, interpretation, and explanation.

Description

The description is concerned with mainly the linguistic analysis. Fairclough
(1995) stated that description analyses the discourse in hand ; its linguistic
features such as grammar, syntax, phonology, vocabulary,and literary or rhetoric
devices used in the discourse, along with a description of the image if it is
possible. Fairclough’s model was inspired by Halliday’s Systemic Functional
Grammar 1985, which proposed that discourse or text should be studied not
only grammatically, but also socially, which means the social function of that
text.

Discourse and levels of text analysis

Vocabulary. Fairclough (1984, p.92) analyses discourse at the level of
vocabulary through answering questions about the values expressed in the text
and the metaphors. There are three values investigated in discourse : the
experiential value which is the way the text producer expriences the world. It
revolves around contents, knowledge, and beliefs. The relational value which is
the social relationship between the text producer and participants from the same
background. And the expressive value which is the producer’s evaluation of
reality i.e being negative towards a group of people.

Metaphor is expressing an idea using another one that has similarly the same
concept.

Grammar. It is important in discourse analysis in the sense that each
grammatical feature has a specific function and helps fulfill a cerain message.
For instance, the use of time and place adwverbs show when and where the text
was produced, consequently helping the reader understand the experiential value
of the text.

According to Fairclough, grammatical features hawve experiential values in the
sense that it shows temporal and spatial settings of the occurrence along with
the manner of occurring, and other details. Some of the sub-questions
concerned with the experiential values of grammar are the following :

What types of process and participants predominate ?  This means that the
choice of the grammatical processes and participants are relevant and significant
in a way that helps express the ideology.

Are nominalizations used ? The process of conwverting words into nouns to
reduce timing (unclear tense).

Are sentences active or passive ? Passive sentences are used to awoid
redundancy and to hide the agent.

Are they positive or negative ? Negation simply shows that a certain thing did
not happen in reality.
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Grammatical features also have relational values which are : modes, modality,
and pronouns.

What modes are used ? Is the text declarative, interrogative or imperative ?

Are there important features of relational modality ? Modality is the way in
which the information is given, with certainty or doubt, i.e the degree of
truthfulness in the text.

What pronouns are used ? And how are they used ? Pronouns are used in a
way that shows the relationship of the text producer with the reader. For
instance, the use of the pronoun ‘we’ indicates inclusivity, which means that
the text producer is aiming to include the receiver to feel the sense of
belonging and solidarity.

At last, grammatical features have what is called expressive values, mainly
expressive modality. For instance, ‘must’ is associated with certainty while
‘may’ is associated with possibility or permission (pp.104-107).

How are simple sentences linked ? This refers to the use of cohesion and
coherence in the text as well as how the text is intertextually connected to
another text outside of the current one.

What interactional conwventions are used ? This refers to the organizational
features in the text. How turns are taken in speech ? Who is controlling the
speech ?

What larger-scale structures does the text have ? This refers to the order of
information in the text, i.e how elements are mapped in the text.

Interpretation

Fairclough (1984) stated that this stage of analysis is mainly concerned with
how participants contribute to the text production processes, and text
interpretation (p.118). Thus the process of interpretation is synthesized through
the combination of text components, and how participants make sense of it by
means of MR. He emphasizes that MR are interpretative procedures, in other
words, the MR contains cues of participants’ beliefs and ideologies, as he
stated that MR is generally restricted to the ‘prior knowledge’, however,
building on the common-sense assumptions notion, these cues inevitably carry
ideologies, while ‘prior knowledge’ is a misleading term (p.118). Hence, the
interpretation process exlpoits the following elements, or stages as shown in the
following diagram
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Figure 09
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Fairclough’s diagram of interpretation

This diagram represents the stages, or steps which contribute to the
interpretation process. Fairclough (1984) describes the upper section as the
elements used to interpreting the context, while the lower one is related to
levels of text interpretation. Also, he posited that the right column consists of
the interpretative procedures or MR cues, and which the interpreter possesses in
order to interpret the left side of the diagram (p.118). According to him, these
elements are like camera lenses, the knowledge participants have about the
different elements such as social orders, phonology, phonetics, semantics,
cohesion and so on, can lead to understanding the other side of the diagram.

Surface utterance. In which participants draw upon their language competence
to recognize words, and convert waves of sounds into meaningful units.

Meaning utterance. In order for the interpreters to come into deducing
utterances meanings, they relate to their MR abilities and knowledge about
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syntactical orders. Also, they hawe to draw upon some pragmatic conventions
which allow them to determine the utterances function (speech act).

Local coherence. This refers to the interpreter’s ability to use MR in order to
connect and establish meaning between different sequences of the text.

Text structure and ‘point’. In this stage the interpreter is expected to form a
global coherence of how text is combined, and associated with various kinds of
schemata which contain cues about activities, frames (topics), and subjects. The
point - referring to topics- of the text is going to be stored in the long-term
memory, as it will become part of the experiential aspect of the text.

Situational context. It this point, participants arrive at the interpretation of the
situational context based on the external cues of the interaction, in other words,
they should be able to decide on discourse type (social practice), that is to say,
the activity or the contents, people being involwed, their relational status, and
the kind of connections they execute through language.

Intertexual context. Participants rely on their prior knowledge as well as the
position of the text in relation to other texts (pp.119-120).

The interchangeable relationships which are the previously mentioned stages in
the diagram, lead to hihghlighting the last concept of the interpretation, which
is the box in the middle. The box functions as a container of each element’s
input. For instance, the participants’ knowledge of social orders would
undoubtedly lead to deciphering the situational context, and which in turn leads
to understanding the intertextual context because the directions and shapes of
the arrows indicate the interchangeable relationships all parts share.

Explanation

According to Fairclough (1984, p.135), reproduction connects the interpretation
and the explanation part. The objective of the latter is to picture discourse as a
social practice, and to demonstrate how it is decided by the social structures,
and in order for this to happen, the MRs is a mediated tool in this case. This
relationship has a dynamic force, that is to say, social constitutions - an
alternative term for structure- shape the MRs, which in turn shape discourse,
and which the latter would consequently sustain or change the MRs. Moreover,
the core idea of the reproduction is the sustainability of the MRs which is
usually influenced by forces of social structures.

Fairclough stated that this process of reproduction has mainly resulted in the
social struggle in which there is no balance between powers in the society.
One of the parties had to be dominant while the other is dominated. Thus, the
explanation is a matter of considering discourse as part of the social struggle
within the power matrix, i.e discourse is contextualized by these struggles, as
well as their effects on the discoursal structure (p.136). Hence, these effects
should be inwvestigated on three lewels; the societal lewel, the institutional lewvel,
and the situational lewel.
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CDA has always focused its scope on anlysing mainly language, neglecting
any other mode of communication. Howewver, Fairclough engages Semiotic
analysis along with the linguistic one in order to study semiotic modes of
communication, and the way they combine with the linguistic one to form a
communicative entity. Social Semiotics was first proposed by Michael Halliday
in 1978, it was later dewveloped by Robert Hodge and Gunther Kress.

Memes are semiotic signs. Since memes have a social function and serwve
communication, Fairclough’s model is the most suitable approach to analyse
them.

The importance of  Fairclough’s framework lies in the idea that language
possesses not only linguistic components, but also a mean of control, a tool of
power, that is in hands of a social category, and being exerciced on the other.

Major fields in which language is chosen cautiously to serve certain purposes
are : education, politics, journalism, and social media. For instance, those in
control of the media choose the kind of language that suits their interests, the
lanaguage that help them control their audience, and convince them.

1.3.5 Discourse as a Social Practice

Discourse analysts see language as a social practice rather than a simple
communicative tool. In this sense, language holds positions and ideologies,
which gives power to people ower others. Discourse is controlled by social
conwventions, people who hold a high position in society are more likely to
have power owver others, and these people are more likely to be the dominant
party in any context. On the other hand, people who hold a less important
position are usually the dominated party, and have no control owver speech in
any context.

For instance, the CEO of a company hawe power ower his staff. In a
conwersation, the ceo is more likely to guide and control the conversation as
well as the contribution of his employees in that conversation, and the staff are
familiar with these social differences and aknowledge that they owe their boss
a certain degree of respect and give him control, sometimes ewven
unconsciously.

Another example is that students owe teachers respect because they hold a
higher and more important position, they do not have to be told to respect the
teacher, but rather it happens unconsciously.

Langue and Parole

As stated in the work of Ferdinand de Saussure, langue is the shared
knowledge of language. Whereas parole is the individual use of that knowledge.
In other words, people who speak the same language have a common langue,
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but a different parole in the sense that they use different linguistic formulas to
express themselwves.

Howewver, sociolinguists argued that parole is not an individual choice but rather
controlled by social norms. This means that people speak in accordance to their
position and the position of the one they are talking to.

This point emphasizes the view of sociolinguists who relate language to society
making it a social practice.

Language as a social practice has the sense that language use is governed by
social purposes. People speak in a socially accepted way, and they speak to
maintain the relationships they have, be it formal or informal. Thus, language
has social effects.

Language as a social process implies that language is controlled by people’s
MRs ‘members resources’ which are the non-linguistic elements that influence
the choice of words. MRs are : the representation of the world in people’s
minds, their values, beliefs, and their assumptions. These MRs are internalized
and later used in discourse (pp.14-20).

Conclusion

This chapter serves to establish a foundation for the subsequent analysis of how
sexism and racism are perpetuated through memes. Specifically, it provides pre-
knowledge about the main concepts of sexism and racism and their
implementation in memes, as well as an introduction to the concept of memes,
their types, and characteristics.

Moreower, this chapter offers a thorough explanation of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), which is a theoretical framework that guides our analytical
approach. This includes a discussion of its principles, importance, and the
analytical method to be used in the memes analysis. Our analysis will be
guided by the framework of Fairclough, which consists of seweral key elements
and tools of analysis.

By providing this essential background information, we aim to ensure that our
subsequent analysis is informed, rigorous, and relevant to our research
questions. We recognize that memes hawe emerged as a powerful means of
communication in contemporary society, and as such, they require careful
scrutiny to identify the ways in which they reproduce and reinforce problematic
attitudes and values.

In conclusion, this chapter plays a vital role in laying the groundwork for our
research, ensuring that we have a robust analytical framework to quide our
investigation. We are confident that our subsequent analysis will contribute to a
better understanding of the ways in which memes can perpetuate sexism and
racist
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Chapter Il : METHODS AND PROCEDURES
Introduction

This chapter is going to highlight methods and procedures followed
to fulfill the purpose of this study. First, the design of this research
is discussed in this chapter, as well as, profoundly mentioning research
philosophy, type, strategy, and the temporal scope in which the research was
conducted. Second, after cowvering the points mentioned before, it is crucial to
talk about the type of data that was collected in order to satisfy the research’s
aims and questions. Last but not least, the next section is directed to cover the
data analysis process, the framework used to confirm the hypothesis, as well
as, the validity of the study. The last point of this chapter is going to highlight
the methodological limitations researchers of this study faced while undertaking
it, these constraints are to be mentioned and discussed with providing an in-
depth explanation of each point.

2.1 Research Design
2.1.1 Research Philosophy

The research that is being undertaken is exploring the reproduction
of racist and sexist linguistic factors which are manifested in internet
memes. And since the main purpose of this study is exploring this
social phenomenon, the qualitative approach is the most suitable one
to  fulfill the objectives, as well as, answering the research’s
questions. The qualitative approach deals with the analysis and the
interpretation of a certain social phenomenon, and it mostly treats
non-numerical or statistical data. Hence, this approach processes data
such as language. In other words, qualitative research investigates the
reasons why people behawe in a certain way and with a certain
matter. (Kandel, 2020, p. 02)

The qualitative approach is used to highlight in-depth how people
subjectively interpret their realities, and how they manifest it through
various means such as texts, videos, photographs, and so on.
(McLeod. S, 2019). According to Denzin and Lincoln (2005)
qualitative research is naturalistic and interpretative which address the
way people understand and interpret phenomena from their personal
view point.

In the case of this research, the data that 1is being treated by
this approach is expected to reweal the social contexts which lead
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to the reproduction of racist and sexist memes, also, it highlights
how internet users underpin their ideologies and realities through
memes. And since memes are considered a way to demonstrate
one’s thoughts, and beliefs using language, the qualitative approach is
significantly suitable to layout how memes are used to subjectively
express people’s sexist and racist ideologies in a scientific manner.

In this research, the quantitative approach 1is not appropriate due to
its nature. This approach deals with measurable, numerical data,
analyzed based on  mathematical methods. Unlike the qualitative
approach, the latter is controlled and objective. The quantitative
approach aims to appraise the variables of a certain situation instead
of subjectively interpreting them.

2.1.2 Research Type

Using memes as a communicative tool is a practice that existed
decades ago. However, the rapid dewvelopment of technology and
virtual  globalization made  nowadays memes a nowvel mean of
communication. It is known with no doubt that people use internet
memes to express their concerns, beliefs, interests, and ewven their
political ~orientations. Hence, this made them an effectie way of
conweying and persuading  others  to adopt  easily -sometimes
unconsciously- concepts and ideas regardless of their nature and
motive. This consequently leads to shedding light on the newly
constructed social phenomenon. Many researchers have observed the
existence of racist and sexist humor online. Because the internet is the
only context in which racism and sexim are judgement-free.

Since the phenomenon of racist and sexist memes is novel and has not been
investigated before hand, it requires an inductive approach in the sense
that these ideologies are present, and we are trying to discover the
social contexts that contribute to their reproduction.

Deductive research is used when there is already an existing theory.
A hypothesis is formulated based on this theory, data is collected
and analyzed to test the theory, and ewentually the hypothesis is
either confirmed or rejected.

Unlike the inductive research which is conducted when there is no
theory. In this case, the researcher needs to make an observation,
collect data and test it, and then generate a new theory.
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2.1.3 Research Strategy

The exploratory research aims at creating hypotheses rather than
testing existing ones. This type of research seeks to observe an
issue, not yet defined, inwestigates it, and then formulates a theory
which is reffered to as a grounded theory, which means the basis
of a future research.

The descriptive research aims to describe a population or a situation
without explaining the reasons behind it. It gives the characteristics
of the subject being inwestigated, the setting, and the way it is
occuring.

The explanatory research aims at explaining why a phenomenon
occurs. In other words, it discovers the factors behind the existence
of this phenomenon. It provides deeper and clearer understanding of
a phenomenon and how it is manifested in real-life contexts.

This research requires an exploratory approach to the topic being
investigated because it explores what causes a certain phenomenon,
thus it gives new insights to it. The research in hands explores
what linguistic factors conceal racist and sexist ideologies in memes.

2.1.4 Temporal Scope

This research is cross-sectional. The data hawe been collected from
different individuals at one point in time with no intention to
change or influence their behavior. The cross-sectional approach is
the most suitable for the research in hands because it serves its
aim. The data is a collection of memes that has been collected at
one point in time, and from different  subjects, unlike the
longitudinal approach that observes a subject for a period of time
with an expected change or influence.

2.2 Document Data Collection

As for the data wused in this research, qualitative research not only
treats samples of population and individuals ; howewver ; it deals also
with documents. which is a method of data collection mainly used
in  applied linguistics and social sciences. And since the main
purpose of this study is rewaling the concealed racist, and sexist
ideologies  implemented in internet memes. The data that was
purposefully collected is mostly digital texts, known as memes, and
according to Babbie (2010, p. 530) document data analysis is ‘the

27



study of recorded human communications, such as books, websites,
paintings and laws”.

Therefore, in the case of this study, memes which are considered
written texts online exhibit insights about human communication in
the digital globalized world. Document analysis is inwolved around
deducing contents from written texts, in order to satisfy the study’s
objectives.

In this research the data that is being analysed is a collection of
racist and sexist memes, in total seven racist, and sSix  sexist
memes found on social media platforms mainly Facebook and
Instagram. Estimated to be found between 2020 and 2022 time
period. These memes are mostly written in either the Algerian
colloquial, or the Modern Standard Arabic, accompanied with images
which  make them a combination of a modern \ersion of digital
memes, text and image, which are also accessible to mainly internet
users who speak and understand the Algerian dialect, as well as,
the standard Arabic.

These memes are designed and written by Algerian internet users,
as the dialect indicates so. And since they are memes, it is
commonly known that they do not contain titles or headings like
books, journal articles, or newspapers. Howewer, they only consist of
the main text and the image.

It is highly significant to mention that in ewery study, the
researcher should include the aim behind choosing such documents,
which usually should be aligned with the purpose of the research.
In our case, the aim of this study is to reweal the hidden sexist
and racist ideologies, and how they are being reproduced in internet
memes. Hence, in order to fulfill the purpose mentioned earlier,
collecting racist and sexist memes is mandatory to highlight the
linguistic manifestations of these ideologies. This conclusion is drawn
upon a rigorous observation of the frequently wused sexist, and racist
linguistic patterns found in memes.

Thus, shedding light on what has Dbeen mentioned before and
based on the data analysis, some racist terms like gz negros, or
¢ »r <pal 1/ this is barbarian associating linguistic terms and images
of monkeys, gorillas, and bats to relate to black people and Asians
in general. While sexism is manifested in phrases like zJa s Il zlsy 4V
&ball / because he needs light outside the kitchen, indicates explicitly the
reproduction of these ideologies in internet memes, which makes
them a valuable source of information in order to confirm the
validity of this study.
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2.3 Data Collection

This area of study has not been thoroughly studied yet, as it s
in its infancy. Many findings are now available about how racism
and sexism are manifested in memes ; howewver ; this issue was
only addressed few years ago. Regardless of how the field of
studying humour is advanced and has its own pioneers. Many
scholars hawve highlighted this issue as it started to gain much
interest recently, due to the rapid adoptation of social media as a
modern way of the human communication, the discursive use of
racism and sexism in memes is nowadays owertly depicted. Moreover,
this led many researchers to trace how these ideologies are present
in the discourse either explicitly or implicitly.

Due to the nature of memes, and how they act as cultural
containers, it seems with no doubt that the digital world reflects
the real one, if the meme creator transmits his/her ideological
stances through social media platforms, this would inevitably contribute
to the proliferation of biases, false beliefs, and ideologies. According
to Daniel. J (2013, as cited in Fairchild, 2020) memes act as
mechanisms and units that transmit, reproduce cultures at a larger
scale, which results in the reproduction of a mirrored, oppressed
real world’s ideologies, in a digital one.

Hence, many researchers inwvestigated the implementations of racism
and sexism in internet memes through a defiant urge to discuss the
seriousness of this phenomenon. As Weawer (2011) stated that "...one
that can Dbe applied to other forms of offensive humour. In today’s
multicultural, multi-religious and interconnected societies, humour and
comedy often become the focus of immense controversy ower alleged
racist or offensive content " (p. 02). Drawing upon what was stated by
this author, this phenomenon became the focus of many scholars, to
study and unconceal these ideologies.

Shedding light on what has been mentioned abowe, the data
collection in this research was mainly collected from secondary data
sources, which was  profoundly discussed in the first chapter
‘Literature Review’. On the other hand, the primary sources of this
research’s data have been collected from memes available on social
media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram.

The process from which we arrived at such conclusions to collect
specifically racist and sexist memes, has happened after a rigorous
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observation of the proliferation of such memes on social media, in
which it was inevitably remarkable that internet users tend to share memes
and jokes online regardless of how offensive or harmful the content is. Mainly
because the modern ways to communicate and express one’s beliefs is through
either creating or sharing a meme that shares the same mind state of the user.

This novel mean of communication demands more human creativity, as well
as, a massive audience in order to proliferate. Therefore, technology seems to
provide such an environment for this process to happen, since CMC is
nowdays a globalized digital community, in which people or internet users from
all owver the globe can communicate. Drawing upon this notion, Shiffman (2013)
stated that studying how memes transmit social norms, culture, and
human behavior, has become the concern of many scholars, due to
their digital form, which makes memes proliferate at a high rate
between internet users nowadays. They depict what is commonly
used and shared between internet users which demonstrate inevitably
how digital culture is operating. And since memes as she posited carry
culture and human behaviors, they also do carry ideologies, however, these
racist and sexist ideologies are nowdays remarkably depicted in memes
according to what has been observed on these websites.

2.4 Data Analysis

Data analysis is a vital part of the research methodology. As it brings about
facts and methods to solve the study questions, problems, and draws
conclusions. According to Ashirwadam (2014, p 01) data analysis is " The
purpose of it, is to identify, transform, support decision making, and bring a
conclusion to a research "

Shedding light on this notion, the data was collected from one source. Mostly
memes found on Facebook and Instagram, which contain either explicit racist,
or sexist linguistic features, and highlighting these ideologies, as well as,
providing exhaustive interpretations. This process requires models which allow
us to arrive at the desired result.

It seems that CDA, and specifically Fairclough’s model of analysis, is the
most appropriate model to approach and answer the research questions. Since
the main focus of this study is analyzing memes, and extracting patterns of
racism and sexism detected using Fairclough’s theory is potentially going to
contribute to finding these patterns. Because according to Fairclough (1984)
"text is a social practice".

This notion consequently leads to mentioning that memes are usually - if not
most of the time- written, which is considered a mean of transmitting beliefs,
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ideas, and most importantly ideologies. Thus embracing Fairclough’s three
stages of text analysis would provide a profound comprehension, and a
satisfactory answer of the research problem.

2.5 The Methodological Limitations

This research aims at finding answers and evidences in order to confirm the
hypothesis, which explores what linguistic features contribute to the reproduction
of sexist and racist ideologies in internet memes. The methodology being
designed to reach such conclusions is based on the data available on Facebook
and Instagram, the availibility of the data i.e racist and sexist memes, did not
create an obstacle in the process of the analysis. However, the only constraint
that should be discussed in this section, is the lack of secondary sources that
dealt with the same issue in the Algerian society.

As it was mentioned before, it seems that there are no previous Algerian
researches that cowvered this phenomenon, nevertheless, some articles highlighted
the meme concept, its meaning, historical background, and its social function.
Howewver, no prior study has been conducted cowering this field of study, or
analysing memes from a critical point of view about the existence of this issue
in the Algerian society.

Conclusion

Methodology is the cornerstone of this chapter as the process indicates. Every
section moving from the reseach design to the methodological Ilimitations
contributes to the completion of the other. For instance, understanding the
research philosophy would consequently lead to finding the research type and
so on. As a result, the layout of this chapter has to be logical and ordered
since each point is inevitabely the outcome of the previous one.

Starting by the research philosophy, this one in hand is an exploratory research,
that aims to discover the sexist and racist linguistic features found in memes.
In addition, the research type is inductive, because it was built on an
observation we made, and later, data was collected and analysed to discover the
phenomenon.

As for the research strategy, this one tends to explore the racist and sexist
language that constructs a meme and make it seem an innocent joke, and what
causes people to think that way, i.e the social contexts that generate such type
of biased privileges.
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Furthormore, in this chapter the temporal scope of the research is cross-
sectional because the data has been collected at one time from different
sources. This data does not intend to influence or change people’s behavior.

Moreower, the type of data we used in this research is digital texts i.e memes,
which are the combination of a short text and an image, or sometimes, a text
only.

Since the data in hand is linguistic, the analysis tool we adopted is critical
discourse analysis, because in the phenomenon being tackled, there is a certain
domination of a group ower the other, which is reffered as power abuse in
CDA. As a result, Fairclough’s model of analysis is the most suitable to unveil
the dominant and the dominated group, and to uncowver the reasons behind it.
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Chapter Three: Data analysis, Research Findings and Discussions

Introduction

This chapter highlights the analysis of the data gathered from Instagram and
Facebook in order to answer the two main research questions. In this section
the data are analysed using Fairclough’s model to find linguistic patterns and
topics which answer the first question of the research, regarding the linguistic
factors which are produced and reproduced in sexist and racist memes. Also,
the model answers the question about its significance in the process of the
analysis. Moreower, the conclusions and findings found in the data are going to
be discussed critically in order to arrive at the predicted results.

3.1. Racist meme

3.1.1 Meme 01

Figure 10

Negros to work for free meme

2V
§ o i i d

Cagl JF elpdg o wasdl o §gu

Isted about a day ago In A«

This meme was found online on Instagram. It is written in the
Algerian colloquial and the standard Arabic language ; by an
Algerian Instagram user called _meme.dz , which was posted on
March 2021. This meme did not get many shares or reactions as
the post indicates ;howewer, it only got two likes along with the
page admin comment (4_==ll/ racism).

Gl 4 ISy & laS Al ey WShiay Al W
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{sd dS elads an waall Calha sl

Which translates to [peace/Hello, may Allah protect you, where can | find
negros/black people to work part-time jobs in Setif for free?]
[the new Setif market ‘buying and selling everything’]

Description

In order to analyze this discourse, Fairclough’s theory of power
indicates that the first stage to be cowered s description . And
according to what has been translated, it seems that, the meme
creator’s  experiential value ie how he/she experiences the world
through wvocabulary, such as ( WS which is 254l in the modern
standard Arabic -MSA- and which translates to black people), also
the word (&0 elsx Jdedl /S which  translates to  part-time  job),
(2l abu 3/ which translates to the new Setif market), and
(free) designate that the meme creator vocabulary hold a racist ideology.
Thus, The experiential value may show that the creator believes in
the idea that black people are supposedly suitable for part-time jobs
but for free ; consequently, due to the statement about the market
which indicates that black people are being bought and sold as
products.

This leads to discussing the relational value between the meme
creator and the meme audience. Since this meme holds some racist
terms saild by this user, it can be easily understood by other
internet users who speak the same dialect and belong to the same
social background, which may contribute to the propagation of this
meme. Also, the mode of the discourse is in a form of a
question, and generally the person who is asking is either looking
for an answer, or is looking for an agreement. But in this case,
it seems that, the author is looking for people that can agree
with  him because this meme was posted on an Instagram account
that usually creates memes, and not a place where people buy and
sell products as the meme indicates.

The last concept in the vocabulary section is the expressive value.
According to Fairclough, the expressive value shows the author’s
attitude towards a specific situation, a group of people, or the idea in
itself. Thus, the discourse of this meme s positive, which
designates that the author’s attitude towards black people, who can
Be used to work for free, is true according to his point of view.

Another feature that Fairclough mentioned in the description part is
the importance of grammar, in the sense that it provides the
grammatical processes which are present in the discourse, and compose
the ideology. In this meme the discourse is active because the
agent is there — the action doer- ( && 25 which is a2l &l in
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MSA, which also translates to where can | find). The wuse of the
pronoun ‘I’ indicates that the statement 1is active. This leads to
mentioning that the author accepts the idea of wusing black people as
products or to work for free. Therefore, using the active voice in
this case shows the racist stance of the author.

Drawing upon what has been mentioned before, this meme does not
contain any negation, which according to Fairclough (1984, p. 104 )
if the discourse is positive that means there is a possibility that
this might happen in reality. Hence, the author believes this idea
can be realized in the real world, which remarkably highlights
his/her holding a rasict ideology.

Interpretation

In the interpretation process, Fairclough (1984, p. 118) stated that this
stage is mainly concerned with how participants contribute to the
text production processes. In other words, the participants’ MR cues
ought to interpret the text components which wusually contain their
beliefs, knowledge, and most importantly ideologies.

This process 1s only possible when Fairclough’s diagram is followed.
And rewlving around this notion, the MR in the diagram are
considered interpretative  procedures, in which their input would lead
to interpreting the discourse. Thus, the social orders in this
discourse are the meme creator and his relationship with  other
members whom are the public, or internet users since it is posted
on social media, and whom belong to the same social background.
This was on the lewl of the context, the next stage is the text
interpretation.

The  text interpretation requires the  participant to  hold  prior
knowledge about the sound system, semantical structures, pragmatics,
and deweloped schemata of the language. In that sense, the surface
utterance of this discourse is the combination of sounds and words
the  participant recognizes in order to make sense of it. For
instance the word (2sdl / (S jn MSA ie black people), ( /JdsSax
s dsy dedl in MSA, Qe part-time job), and (Ssd) ie the
market) the participant infers the racist meaning of the discourse as
he/she is being competent in the Arabic language. Then the interpreter
should be able to deduce the function of the discourse, relating to
pragmatic conwventions such as the speech act. Therefore, in this
case the function of the question is either demanding from the
receiver to provide answers, or to show their stance.

The last stage of the interpretation is supposed to happen after the
participant is fully able to infer and understand the whole meaning,
being explicit or implicit, so that this discourse is going to be
part of the shemata. This schema formed as a result of this
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inference is going to be reproduced later by the participants as it
becomes part of their ideological system -MR-.

3.1.2 Meme 02

Figure11
The balck child racist meme

=i JS o 3 o= M 13la)
T @ — 3
o 4

A meme was found on Facebook, created by an Algerian internet user called
(leegtl 4nye lalidea 4H5lasl i€ jae which translates to we translated English
memes into Arabic so you understand them). This meme was posted in
September 2017. It is written in standard Arabic, directed to a large audience,
Algerians and Arabs internet users.

[Why do not they put this in every shop 7]

Description

Following Fairclough’s model, analysing levels of the text is the first stage to
begin with. In this meme, the creator’s experiential value is represented through
the meme’s text, as he is experiencing the world, or perceiving black people as
animals, by stating that clothes that have printed, or painted animals should be
only worn by black people. Thus, saying that ( i JS & 13 Gy ¥ 13/
why do not they put this in every store) indicates his racist experiential value
against black people. Second, His relational value is expressed in a form of a
question, which might rewveal his real motive behind producing this discourse.
According to how Fairclough defined the use of questions, it seems that, in
this case the question is asked because the creator is looking for agreement,
and those who can accept his racist ideology.

37



Third, this meme is posted on social media platform which is accessible to
millions of users. Hence, it can seemingly reach a large number of people, and
especially those from the same Algerian background as him. And, according to
Facebook, his post gained few reactions, some of them laughed using the
smiley face emoji, and others were angry using the angry face emoji.
Moreover, this leads to mentioning that the creator’s stance is positive towards
displaying this practice in all stores.

The last point that should be highlighted is the use of negation (us==: ¥/ do
not put), as it is important to remind the reader that this Facebook page
translates memes of all kinds according to what the page name indicates.
Hence, the picture of the kid being added to the monkey shirt seems to be in
a foreign store, and the meme creator attached it to the text( 1 O ¥ 13
»i JS @4/ why do not they put this in every store) claiming that this
practice does not exist in Algeria, but he would like to see it happen from his
personal perspective. Therefore, the purpose of using negation is to show that
this racist practice does not exist in his reality.

Interpretation

This part of the analysis deals mainly with how the participant’s MR contribute
to the interpretation of both text and the context according to Fairclough. The
social orders MRs of the participants in this meme allow them to infer its
situational context, and according to what has been found on Facebook, the
situational context is more public. Hence, the participants are the internet users
who were exposed to this racist content, and interacted with it either with
laughing, or anger. Howewer, those who reacted to it with the laughing emoji
demonstrate an acceptance towards this meme, which might indicate that
participants hold these racist MR ; otherwise they would not have been able to
interact with it. And to illustrate more, the text interpretation would provide an
in-depth clarification of the process.
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Table 01
The Grammatical Features of the Surface Utterance

The English The grammatical The original text
translation functions
Why do not they put | -why : adverb JS &1 ey Y AL
this in every shop ? -do not : auxilary e
verb ‘to do’ /
negation

-S* : pronoun ‘they’/
verb ‘to put’ /
pronoun’this / PP ‘in
every shop’

The surface utterance in this meme is how the participant is able to infer
through conwerting sound waves into meaningful words. For instance, ( ¥ 13l
3 ey why do not they put), an Arab who holds phonological, and
syntactical MR would understand this structure as a question, which would also
allow him/her to compose the meaning utterance. At this lewel, they are able to
infer using their pragmatic prior knowledge, in which they decode the function
of this speech act, whether it is declaring, requesting, or demanding
clarification. Thus, this process would result in the construction of their text
structure and ‘point’ as Fairclough addresses it.

Before concluding the process of the interpretation, it is highly significant
mentioning that due to the meme type —text and image- which is the case for
almost every digital meme. The image in this case contributes to the meaning.
Also, Fairclough (1984, p. 22) posited that the importance of the unspoken
discourse, and called it visuals. He (1984) stated that "talk is interwoven with
gesture, facial expression, movement, posture to such an extent that it cannot
be properly understood without reference to these ‘extras’"(p. 22). To add
more, he considered these visuals part of the spoken language which can not
be separated from the actual text, and the written wvisuals such as "printed,
filmed, and televisioned materials" (p. 23) which help determine the meaning of
the discourse.

Therefore, the image attached to the text ( s JS (& 13 e ¥ 1B/ why
do not they put this in every store ?) comes in shape of a smiling black kid
head image modeled in a monkey-printed t-shirt, designed for kids. Besides, the
motive of the meme creator is clear, as he focused on this image rather than
the one next to it which pictures a white kid head image modeled in a
military-printed outfit t-shirt. Thus, since the white kid image is cut and not
completely shown, it means that his purpose was emphasizing the black kid
image. As a result, the picture is a mandatory part to decoding the discourse’s
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full meaning because the text in itself does not make a complete sense if the
image was not attached to it.

The text structure and ‘point ° is the final level of the interpretation. At this
point, the discourse, the participant were exposed to, is now decoded into
points —topics-, subjects, and frames. In other words, the process of constructing
this text into a source, requires an understanding about the kind of activity was
happening, people involwved in it, their social status, as well as, the language
that was used. Drawing upon that, the whole discourse is about a racist meme
claiming to display black kids wearing animal-printed clothes, which should be
found in every store. According to Fairclough’s model, this would lead
consequently to its production and reproduction in other discourses, as it holds
necessarily an ideology.

3.1.3 Meme 03

Figure 12

‘Stealing, aiming, escaping ‘ racist meme

ALl 3 S8 ) gain a gl s

This meme was posted on Facebook in September 2017, by the same Algerian
Facebook user leegdi 81 duye lalilas 4,50a5) <l jew | It is directed to the
Algerian and Arab audience, as it is written in the standard Arabic language.

{5 Gueaill 48 jull aaing Y ALl 3,8 (8 (san dpul) ol

[We black people are good at basketball because we can steal, aim, and
escape]
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Description

The meme creator’s experiential value is expressed through the meme’s text,
conceiving black people as being good at playing basketball because they steal,
aim at others, and escape. Thus, based on the nature of this Facebook account,
the meme creator translated the discourse from English into Arabic which
designates that the original text was taken from another account. Howewer, the
fact that he translated this discourse shows his racist expressive value against
black people, for owver-generalizing that these people are only good at this sport
because they can do other illegal things such as stealing, shooting people, and
escaping mainly from the police.

The audience in this case are exposed to this racist discourse through this
platform, and it seems that some of whom reacted do agree with the creator,
as they interacted using the laughing emoji, or like. This indicated that the
explicit meaning was grasped and understood. Therefore, the Arabic discourse
has reached different people from various backgrounds, for instance, one of the
people who reacted to it is from Egypt, another one is from Tunisia, and from
Saudi Arabia. This seemingly prowves that even though they come from diverse
cultures, they share the same linguistic code which enabled them to infer the
text meaning.

In this meme, the use of the declarative mode indicates that the creator is
stating facts —according to his point of view- and it is a positive statement,
this shows that black people in fact steal, kill, and escape which make them
good at basketball. Thus, the statement being positive holds the racist ideology
of the creator believing that what has been mentioned is true.

Another important grammatical feature is the use of modality. The model verb
‘can” which is equivalent to (askiw) in Arabic designates that the information
being given is with no doubt possible but not ultimately true. The use of ‘can’
might also demonstrate that the author is not certain, or confident for claiming
that black people can indeed play basketball because they are criminals.
Howewer, this does not mean that he, to a certain degree, believes that it is
possible.

Last but not least, the pronoun ‘we’ has to be highlighted in this meme. The
use of this pronoun in saying that ( sl oy s LY/ we black people/ we
can ) is claiming that the person who is speaking is black also because ‘we’
in this case refers to speaking on behalf of all black people whom supposedly
agree with him. Mainly because according to Fairclough (1984) the use of ‘we’
means that the text producer is aiming to invite the receiver to feel the sense
of belonging and solidarity. Therefore, the person who created the meme
believes that black people do behawve like criminals, over-generalizing them by
using the pronoun ‘we’.
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Interpretation

The surface utterance in this meme is represented through the way the creator
organised cohesively the discourse, which is decoded by the participants using
their MR cues. These structures are going to be discussed in the table below :

Table 02

The Meme Text’s Grammatical Processes

The English The grammatical The original text

translation features

We black people are | The use of the wverb 3 S8 Geua dedl Al
‘to be’ to describe

good at basketball black people ability FAA(
for being good at
Basketball

A conjunction to link
Because two independent %Y
clauses, to express
causality and the
organization of ewvents

We can steal, aim, The use of modality o paill A8 pull apdati
and escape (can) indicates the ol
probability of what is
claimed to be true
(stealing, aiming, and
escaping)

First, The participants’ MR allow them to infer in a way that understanding the
first independent clause (4lwll 388 & sua a5l 0ai / we black people are good at
playing basketball), leads to realizing the secod independent clause ( aukains WY
ol cueaill 48,/ because we can steal, shoot, and escape). This process
of cause and effect can only be understood through the use of ‘because’, as it
indicates causality. Drawing upon that, the participants would infer that black
people are good at this sport because they possess the required skills which
they acquired through commiting crimes but not another way.

Second, the semantic and pragmatic understanding of the meaning utterance is
accomplished by means of making sense of how these clauses are linked to
build a coherent meaning. Thus, this discourse is declarative, informative based
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on what the syntactical order indicates. The participants by means of MR are
able to infer the function of this discourse building upon how these different
grammatical features contribute to understanding the whole meaning.

3.1.4 Meme 04

Figure13

The negros in the studio meme

. daga dausl 6.}“.3 Sl e
pexemy | q’ olaa 93y JI zoidl
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[A Rai singer performing a new song. Those Negros in the studio with him]

Description

The experiential value of the meme creator is the way he believes that those
who dance in the background of the music clip look like ( zs3/ Negros).
This idea is rooted in the fact that Rai music videos — an Algerian music
genre- nowadays are filmed in a way that the actual Rai singer performs
his/her song while there are some people in the background , they are not
considered professional back up dancers, perform some random movements.
Thus, according to the meme creator these dancers are moving in way which
makes them look like Negros, this relationship in his view point is accurate
because he considers them doing an inferior, dense act.

This creator shared his meme on a public platform where a large number of
users can access and interact with it. In that sense, part of this meme is
written in the Algerian dialect ( o= ssS: J =zl / Negros who are with him )
which might be understood only by Algerians ; howewer, it can be also
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understood by other Arabs since the first half is written in the standard Arabic.
Thus, it can be shared with those who possess the same linguistic, as well as,
social background i.e Algerians, but it is uncertain to claim that other Arabs
would infer the social value this meme holds because this music genre does
not exist in other Arab countries.

The expressive value of the meme creator is mainly expressed through
declaring that those who dance in the background are negros. This statement
takes the declarative form which means that the creator is positive towards his
opinion i.e being racist through the explicit use of the term ‘negros’. Hence, if
the statement is positive, it consequently means that this scenario happened in
reality, and this indeed is true because this phenomenon actually exists and can
be observed in the Algerian society through many digital platforms such as
Youtube, Facebook, or Instagram.

Interpretation

In this meme the interpretative procedures of the participants —MR- allow them
to infer the meaning of the discourse, this process is going to be highlighted in
the table below.

Table 03

Gramatical Processes of the Racist Text

The English translation The grammatical The original text
functions
A Rai singer -the subject : Rai singer
performing a new song | -action : the verb ‘to
perform’ B dpel g gl e

- the object : a new
song (NP), (determiner
,adjective, and noun )

Those negros who are | -Negros refers to dancers
in the studio with him | in the video clip @ ol 558 (I oz sl
- action : verb ‘to be’ gy
- object : in the studio
(preposition + an NP)
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Drawing on what has been displayed in the table. The surface utterance of the
discourse is understood by inferring its first half ( a Rai singer performing a
new song) which indicates that the subject (Rai singer) is performing the action
of the statement, and it is conjugated in the present progressive which
designates the continuity of the action. Also, the object of the sentence (a new
song) is a noun phrase. This independent clause contributes to the coherence
and cohesion of the second statement (those Negros who are in the studio with
him), in which this sentence describes the other action taking place. Negros as
the creator claimed are performing a certain dance, or moving in a dense way
that holds his racist stance against those people, not only black people, but
Algerians who are in the music clip.

Therefore, the image of the gorillas attached to the meme text plays a
mandatory role in the interpretation process. The visual sign in the meme
pictures three cartooned gorillas positioned in different ways, which appear to
be dancing as the middle one indicates, this gorilla is raising its arms. This
picture was actually taken from the famous dancing gorillas meme, which is a
music video titled " the crazy things we do" by Ego, it was posted on
YouTube twelve years ago. In the music video the gorillas do perform a dance,
in that sense, the meme creator resembles those who dance in the Rai music
video moving like these gorillas.

To add more, the word ‘Negros’ was intentionally used to describe how black
people look. The creator could have used the word gorillas to talk about what
was happening in the clip, however, he opted for Negros instead which
demonstrates his racist ideology held against black people. This inevitably leads
to mentioning that the image contributes to understanding the intended meaning
behind the discourse.

Explanation

The last stage of Fairclough’s theory is providing an explanation of the
ideology dynamics. In which Fairclough (1984, p. 135) considered the ideology
reproduction connects the interpretation and the explanation part. In that sense,
the reproduction occurs when the social practice- structure- determines the
emergence of MR, which in turn shapes the discourse.

The dynamic relationship between these components results in the social
struggle that happens between the dominant and the dominated group. Hence, in
this meme considering black people as products that can be sold and bought in
the market — according to the meme creator- signifies the social struggle, and
the treatment black people deal with while seeking refugee in Algeria.
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Also, depicting this ideology in the discourse designates inevitably its existence,
and reproduction. This would lead us to mention the history of slavery in
Algeria. As discussed in the previous meme, Algeria had had its portion in the
history of slawvery, black people were bought and sold in the southern part of
the country significantly, in places such as Touet, and Ouargla (Ben Zarouel,
2014, p. 05).

In addition to that, it is worth noting that black people were taken advantage
of to do the hard chores like, gardening, harvasting, carrying sand, and digging
wells. These chores led to the death of many black people especially those
who used to dig wells, as the digging in the sand is much more dangerous
than in the normal soil. Drawing upon that, and since slavery was practiced in
Algeria for a long time, as well as, the way black people were treated back
then, it contributed to the production of this racist ideology. Therefore, it
became part of the MR, which in turn would be reproduced in the discourse.

Based on what has been analysed, racism was depicted in the discourses
produced by Algerians, attacking black people for being criminals such as( sV
Coelly cueall 8,0l adaind/ because we can steal, aim, and get away with it),
comparing them to animals, for instance picturing them as gorillas and
monkeys, and considering them as products that should be sold and bought like
the meme’s discourse (JsSin & laS wha &/ negros/blacks to work part-
time jobs in Setif for free?). These racist texts were said and created by
Algerians which is one way of expressing their racist MR. Many incidents
happened few years ago reporting racist treatment black people experienced in
Algeria which is highlighted in the coming sections.

It seems that racism in Algeria is not just rooted in the past ; howewer, it is
still practiced until this day. A Malian student called Aisha who was studying
at one of the Algerian universities claimed that she had to deal with racism
everyday since she laid her foot in Algeria, some used to call her ‘black’ and
some used to bully her physically, as the Arabia independent website reported
in 2020. This " truth concealment " as the journalist Ali Yahi described only
saw the light when George Floyd murder happened in the United States. This
student broke the silence concerning her struggle. Therefore, Kassimi. A (2020,
the sense of superiority) stated that it is surprising to think that racism in
Algeria has taken many shapes, and many Algerians see themselves superior to
those from African countries whom had to seek refugee in Algeria. The claim
of Ahmed Kassimi can be validated by what the former prime minister Ahmed
Ouyahia stated in his speech, blaming them for being criminals causing
problems in Algerian society which contradicts the international agreements,
Algeria promised to keep while refugees are staying there.

This was one of the aspects for proving how racism is practiced in the
Algerian society. Treating them as inferior was not sufficient ; howevwer,
producing racist discourses was one of the contributors to trigger their sense of
superiority against black people. Thus, owver-generalizing and categorizing them
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as criminals, animals, or products is remarkably manifested in the Algerian
discourse as these memes demonstrated.

3.1.5 Meme 05

Figure 14
The Chinese friend meme
Ayoery e IS ST Y ]
SHN Dyai i

or e B ool oo RA)

A racist meme found on Facebook, posted by an Algerian Facebook user in
February 2020 on a page called FB@Lord.anubis.memes. Directed to a larger
audience mainly Arabs and Algerians.

falekall s alekall Ll Gl
[ Me : do not eat ewerything that mowes, that is barbarian]

[ My chinese friend : food is food]

Description

Unlike the previously analyzed memes, this one comes as a dialogue.
Seemingly between the meme creator and his ‘Chinese friend °, in which the
experiential value of the creator i.e the way he is experiencing the world, is
depicted through showing his racist stance against Asians, Chinese specifically.

47


mailto:FB@Lord.anubis.memes

Thus, believing that Chinese people eat every species that moves(s5 JS JSt ¥
<a% which translates to do not eat everything that mowves) designates how the
author is biased against the Asian culture. Adding to that, stating that they eat
everything seems unsatisfactory to the creator, so he added the word (barbarian/
@_») to describe their act towards such practice.

Furtheremore, the second part of the dialogue is his chinese friend response. It
seems that (food is food / skl s alakll) is a way to approve his point of
view through claiming that his friend actually agrees with his idea, stating that
food is food. Consequently, proving that this act is indeed barbarian.

The relational value in this meme is demonstrated through his discourse
(Arabic) which can be understood by Algerians, as well as, Arabs since it is
written in the standard Arabic language. In that sense, this meme is not only
directed to people from his social background but also those who share the
same linguistic code. Hence, this leads to discussing the expressive value of the
creator which seems negative towards this group of people. Moreover, he
considers chinese barbarians for eating ewvery type of food served for them.

After shedding light on the wvocabulary used in this meme which contributes to
understanding what this meme creator believes, and the kind of ideologies he
holds. It is high time to highlight other aspects such as the fact of using
imperative. As he mentioned in the meme ( ¥ dady e i JS JSU /do not
eat ewerything that mowes) the imperative was purposefully used to affirm that
he is like many others who believe that Chinese people eat ewery kind of
species, and commending them to awoid eating this kind of food. It is
important noting that this meme was created in 2020 after Covid-19 has
heavily propogated around the globe, and due to the rumors existed at that
time. The chinese government was blamed for being the main contributor for
spreading this virus, as many social media platforms such as Instagram, Twitter,
and Facebook reported that it was due to a popular Chinese bat soup.

As a result, many memes were created at that time attacking chinese people -
though in a humorous way- blaming them for causing this virus to spread.
Drawing upon that, this meme seems to be created at the same time these
rumors occured which is why the creator used the imperative to affirm his
position, as well as, prohibiting them from eating such food.

Another aspect is the interactional conwventions used in the meme. According to
Fairclough (1984, p. 112) turn-taking should be equal in formal conversations,
howewer, in pre-dominated conwersations, turn-taking is not equal. In this meme,
the conversation between the creator and his chinese friend is fictional, as it is
common to include a dialogue —generally fictional- in a meme. Thus, turn-
taking in this meme is preceeded by the creator using the pronoun ‘I’, while
his friend is in the position of a receiver.

The ideology behind this turn-taking is to rewveal chinese people as barbarians
because when he prohibited them from eating everything since it is a barbarian
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act, his friend insisted and claimed that ‘food is food’ which also confirms his
point of view of them being stubborn and uncivilized. Because the image used
in this meme is picturing a character from the famous cartoon movie "The
Incredibles" pointing to the table where the meme creator added the text( alkll
a=hll s /food is food) to show the defiant position of his Chinese friend.
Therefore, this claim remarkably designates the racsit stance of the author.

Interpretation

The process of interpretation is an outcome of how the participants infer with
the text production processes, using their MR —interpretative procedures- to
make sense of the text. This meme was posted on Facebook i.e it is accessible
to the public, and it has got a number of likes while thirty-six people used the
laughing emoji which can be considered an interaction between the creator and
other Algerian Facebook wusers. Thus, this denotes their ability to infer the
social orders cues that contribute to understanding the situational context, which
is represented as the page owner and the fact that he produces memes in the
Algerian dialect, as well as, the standard Arabic language. Therefore, this leads
to mentioning that decoding the context means inevitably that the participants
had already infered with the text which is going to be discussed in the next
section.

According to Fairclough (1984) these interpreatative procedures —Mr- work as
"camera lenses " which contain the participant’s knowledge of different systems,
such as phonology, semantics, pragmatics which allow them to understand the
meaning of the discourse. Drawing upon that, the participant knowledge about
the sound and lexicon facilitates the process to recognize the the surface
structure, for instance (JSG Y /do not eat), ( s <arai 13 /this is barbarian ),
or ( skl s alkll/ food is food). These surface elements would contribute also
to decoding the meaning of the discourse, making sense of the sentence
structure which is imperative presented in the table.

Table 04

The Surface Structure of the Discourse
The English The Grammatical function The Arabic
translation version

Auxilary verb, negation, and the ‘
Do not eat main verb (eat/dJs!) JSt Y
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everything Object e JS

That moves Determiner, verb &y
This is barbarian | Pronoun, verb, and adjective SR Chpal
Food is food Noun, verb, noun (not a pakll 4 alalll

common structure in Arabic)

Moreower, the sentence in hand is complex, (do not eat ewverything) is the
independent clause, while (that moves) is the dependent one. Understanding this
structure would lead to consequently deciphering the rest of the discourse such
us (this is barbarian), and (food is food). This is on the semantic lewel, on
the other hand, the pragmatic analysis of the meme indicates that the creator is
ordering and commanding the receiver to act on something, in other words
ordering him to quit eating anything that mowves. Moreowver, the meme holds a
racist ideology which the participants infered, and ewven laugh at it, which
means that both semantic and pragmatic meanings are fulfilled. And the racist
message was successfully conwveyed.

As a result, Fairclough (1984, p. 120) posited that at this stage the participant
is able to form and dewelop the schemata, in a way that, they would be able
to identify subjects, activities, and points -topics-. This process is going either
to create a nowel schema about the point, or it would expand its capacity
concerning this topic. Therefore, the process of the interpretation signifies that
the racist ideology the meme creator shared on his page is a reproduction of
an existing MR which is also depicted in the discourse. This would inevitably
be exposed to other users who might hold the same racist MR.

3.1.6 Meme 06

Figure 15

‘Everything that moves’ meme

F Ny e ol Bolscaw
QS—:4.'-;4.-0-‘

FB@Lord.anubis.rmemes




This meme was created by the same Facebook user of the previous on. It was
posted in Fabruary 2020, on the same Facebook page. It is written in the
standard Arabic language, thus, it is directed to both Algerian and Arabs.

{doad o8 o @slaa}
{Osssall}
(a creature or something that mowes)
(Chinese people)
Description

As the discourse indicates, the experiential value of the author is expressed
through claiming that anything alive can be cooked for Chinese people. And
because the discourse in this case is highly attached to the photo, it is
important noting that the latter also denotes an insight about the author ‘s
experiential value. The picture is about an Asian cook grilling some meat, and
the author added the picture to describe that Chinese people indeed eat ewvery
creature that mowes since the actual meme text does not fulfill the whole

meaning of the situation.

Another point is that the author shared his expressive value by being negative
towards this group of people, as he does not accept their odd cuisine — to his
view-, this process is also shared with a number of other Facebook users from
the same social background. Therefore, those who speak and possess the same
linguistic and sociolinguistic competence would understand the discourse if they
are knowledgeable about this genre of meme, in which the picture is used to
complete the meaning of the discourse.

Interpretation

Like the previously analysed meme, this one was created during the first wave
of Covid-19 that started in China. The participants in that case are able to
understand the situational context using their interpretative procedures, which
allow them to realize that the meme creator is an Algerian, speaking the
Arabic language, and his message is directed to the public. Thus, because it
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was posted on a social media platform, it has got a number of reactions
mainly the laughing emojis, around twenty users reacted using this reaction.
This denotes that many people accepted, and laughed at the racist discourse
which significantly connotes the racist MR these people hold.

The process of the interpretation also requires noting that the means by which
the participants were able to infer, are Dby holding some competencies
concerning the linguistic code, which allow them to conclude that this is
considered a humorous text ewven though it is racist. One of the means is
recognizing the words which construct the surface utterance such as (' Gsls
Ay ¢ 4 a creature or something that mowes), and (Chinese people/osivall).

These words have grammatical functions that lead to decoding the meaning of
the discourse, these functions are displayed in the table below.

Table 05

The Grammatical Functions of the Surface and Meaning Utterances

The English The grammatical The Arabic version
translation functions
A creature A noun which is Gslda

supposedly the object
of the sentence

Or something that The conjunction ‘or’, EIR IR I
moves a noun, and the action
verb ‘to move’

Chinese people A noun which is the O siimall
agent, and the action
doer in the discourse

the meaning utterance of the meme is a result of linking the first utterance (
d ad ¢4/ something that mowes), and (usiwall/ Chinese people) by an action
verb ‘to move’, in which the participant would infer that a Chinese person eats
every living kind. As a result, this discourse is going to be interpreted and
added to the schema of the participants, classified as subject (Chinese people),
activity (their food culture), and a point (the racist discourse which people use
to blame them).

Another important point is the picture attached to the meme which shows an
Asian cook holding a metal stick with some meat hanging from it, pouring a
liquid probably the reason that ignites the fire on the meat. The picture
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contributes to the coherence of the discourse, in a sense that the text ( s (slss
sty e 24 [ creature or something that mowes), and ( osall/ Chinese people)
are only understood by the participants due to the picture. Moreover, the meme
creator instead of writing about Chinese people eating everything that mowes,
he attached an image of the chef to demonstrate his thought.

Drawing upon what has been mentioned before, the propagation of these
rumors about the Chinese culture was used as a subject of racism for many
countries, and it was the case for Algeria. The creation of this meme indicates
the existence of this racist MR, if it did not occur due to any historical
background, it certainly existed in the discourse due to the characteristics of
memes. According to Dawkins (1976, as cited in Shiffman, 2013, p.17)
memes are not only characterized by their funniness but also by the way they
diffuse, in that sense the last characteristic of meme diffusion is copy fedility.

People tend to adapt quickly to any change.Thus,When a new meme appears
holding the same message of a previous one, it automatically replaces it.In
other words, the first meme is updated taking a new form which people are
likely to adopt.This change is called copy fidelity. Consequently, the existence
of this ideology is manifested in many memes that went viral during Cowvid-19,
blaming the Chinese gowvernment, and attacking the whole nation. This is one
form of the issue, the next meme which is created by an Algerian meme
creator, shows his racist stance against Asians facial appearances.

3.1.7 Meme 07

Figure 16

The war racist meme

This meme was posted in January 2020 by an Algerian Instagram user called
_meme.dz_. Directed to Algerians and arabs in general
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{omall ga a1 )
[if America fought in war against China ]
{Uaddll L L J8) ) dasll) el Ll L

[Damn, itis the ninth time | kill the same person]

Description

The experiential value of the meme creator is demonstrated through claiming
that if America was in war with China, the American soldiers would get
confused thinking they killed the same person seweral time. This racist
discourse is implicitly claiming that Chinese people look the same in terms of
their facial appearances. Stating that ( (=il adi Lgd J8) Al 4l 3l L) Ls
/ Damn, itis the ninth time 1 kill the same person ) is the actual racist
discourse in this meme, and which shows the expressive value of the creator
against Chinese people, as he believes that they look all the same, shows his
negative stance against them, judging a whole nation by its facial appearances.

Since this meme was found on a social media platform. It has reached many
Algerian Instagram users whom are from the same social background as the
meme creator. The reactions this meme got are a total of thirty-nine likes
which indicates that it indeed was viewed by many users who share the same
social and linguistic norms.

Interpretation

This meme is written in the Arabic language, and since the participants carry a
prior knowledge —MR- which allow them to interpret the message, it is
important stating that the surface structure of the discourse is a mandatory step
in order for them to infer the intended meaning. These structures are explained
in the table below.

Table 06

The Composition of the Surface Utterance

The English The grammatical The original text
translation function
If America foughtin | The use of condition Coa G el alas
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war signifies a probability
of an action that may
happen which is the
action of ‘to fight’ in
a war (the war is the
major event in the
discourse)

Against China China is the object of
the sentence (the Opall ae
country America is
fighting against)

Damn Using the word
‘damn’ is common L
between Americans, as
it is considered a
slang word

The use of the
| kill the same person | present perfect in this paddll s Lgd J)
case is to denote the
repetition of the
action ‘killing’

The repetition of
It is the ninth time killing the same dalill 3 al)
person nine times

The way this discourse is structured especially how the meaning of the first
part (osall ae a8 @l 8 Sl if America fought in war against China)
that signifies America —agent and action doer- is declaring a war -—action-
against China —object-, this coherent order allows the participants to decode the
processes which construct a foundation for the second part of the discourse (
oaddll (udi Led JB) Al daulil) 3l S/ Damn, itis the ninth time | kill the same
person ). The surface structure of the latter connotes the repetition of the
action (to kill) mainly because the creator believes that they look the same.
Thus, for the soldier in the picture who is supposedly an American, seems
angrily confused for killing the same person several times.

Therefore, the image attached to the meme is picturing a sniper screaming
seemingly the statement written at the bottom, who is claiming that the same
person has been killed several times. This picture is supposedly taken from a
movie or series, so the statement ‘I have killed the same person several times’
was indeed said in this scene, and the meme creator only added the text ‘if
America fought in war against China ° which maybe was not the case in the
real scene, however, the creator imagined the probability of the scenario.
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To conclude, this process of building the entire meme meaning through using
these interpretative procedures. The participants are able to understand and infer
the meaning that is either stored or expanded in their schemata, which
consequently would lead this racist ideology to be sustained in later stages.

Explanation

This process according to Fairclough (1984, p. 135) demonstrates how the
discourse is decided by the social structures — constitutions-, and how these
structures shape the MR which in turn shapes the discourse, as well as, how
the social structures either sustain or change the MR. As it was mentioned
abowve, this meme was created during sensitive times when the whole globe
blamed the Chinese government for spreading such virus. It was reported that
many Chinese immigrants were bullied, and Algeria was on the list also.

An incident was reported by a Chinese immigrant who lives in Algeria that
during cowvid-19 in 2020, a group of Algerians bullied him and called him
‘corona’ in El Harrouch market in Skikda, the victim stated that this caused
him to cry. The same incident happened in Tunisia and many other Arab
regions (Bouzid. M, 2020). This was not the only way people showed their
resentment against Chinese people, they also attacked them through memes.
Therefore, the racist ideology towards not accepting the Chinese diverse culture,
specifically their cuisine, this was remarkably depicted in this meme and many
others.

The social structure in that case is how the globe diminished China, as well
as, blaming them for covid-19 catastrophic outcomes, it seemingly leads to the
reproduction of these racist discourses which denote the existence of such MR
held by people who attacked them. In that sense, the social structures
contributed to the sustainability of this racist MR.

Another aspect in which internet users were racist against Asians, is concerning
their facial appearance. The uniqueness of their appearances made them in a
position where people take it as a subject. Not just in Algeria but in many
countries where Asians are all the time bullied for their eyes or nose shape,
their short height, or other physical parts. The stereotypes took another
dimension in which they were sometimes ewven killed for looking that way,
such as the case of Vincent Chin in 1982, in the U.S.A. commiting such a
crime did not prevent the hate against Asians, but making fun of them is one
of the ways others use to express how they view them. Newertheless, in
Algeria, some described it as " coping with them is impossible"due to cultural
differences, as it was reported in France 24 news channel in 2009. This issue
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brought to the surface many phenomena Algerians adopted to express their
resentment from the existence of Chinese workers in Algeria, which took the
shape of memes since it is a modern way of communication.

3.2 Sexist memes

3.2.1 Meme 01

Figure 17

‘The only place women enlight is the kitchen’ meme

X

S
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5 aball zyls 4 C'—"‘J‘d .

- 33

A sexist meme found on Instagram, created by an Algerian Instagram user
called meme_boi_2.0.0. This meme is written in the standard Arabic language,
directed to a larger population mainly Algerians and Arabs.

{ s oYl Sl elall oaig cladl & il Osunl (alagi 13l ale) Y
(bl z A 5 glay 4y

[I do not know why did Thomas Edison invent the lightbulb, when we women
enlight the earth ?]

[Because he needs the light outside the kitchen]

Description

In light of what has been translated, the meme creator experiential value
is demonstrated in the way he believes that a woman’s value is restricted to
the kitchen only, in the sense that when the person —mainly a woman- who
posted this on Facebook had this response (Fshell z & s zlsy 4¥ / because
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he needs the light outside the kitchen), and it is considered a sexist comment.
The meme creator took seemingly a screenshot of the post where only the
sexist comment appears, and posted it on his Instagram page, which means that
emphasizing this comment shows remarkably his stance, and the ideology he
holds against women.

The relational value he shares with other internet users is highlighted in the
way his post got a few number of likes, mostly because he does not have a
big number of followers on Instagram, but some interacted with this sexist
meme showing their agreement. Therefore, those who reacted must share the
same social and linguistic background, this consequently means that they also
hold the same sexist ideology as the author.

The fact that this person shared this on his Instagram page signifies his stance
against this kind of harmful humor, mainly because his expressive value in this
case is positive. Thus, this demonstrates the occurrence of this truth in the real
world.

The grammarical features this meme holds is represented in the form of the
post’s original text. Stating that (S sludll gady Fluadll §sudl plasi g il 13
9,5 oa¥ /[ Why did Thomas Edison invent the lightbulo, when we women
enlight the earth ? ) in a form of a question which according to Fairclough
(1984, p. 104), as it begins with why, the receiver should either provide a long
answer, or an agreement with the statement. Howewer, in this meme, it is
noticeable that the author’s,of the original post, intention is asking the receiver
to agree with her, because seemingly this meme is ironic as it contains a
metaphor (s =¥ 3w/ enlight the earth ), in which she is comparing
women to the light.

On the other hand, the response she got from an internet user (L zlsy 4V
&aball z )& [/ because he needs the light outside the kitchen ) contradicts her
motive. Newertheless, this ironic response designates simultaneously how this
person is mocking her for asking this question.

Interpretation

This meme remarkably holds a sexist ideology which requires going through an
entire process in order for the participants to understand it. This process begins
with how the participants are able to decode the surface utterance using their
vocabulary, phonological, syntactical knowledge. The table below explains the
grammatical processes of the surface utterance
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Table 07

Grammatical Features of the Sexist Text

The English The grammatical The original text
translation functions

| do not know why This sentence contains @ | ¢l Gelegi 3l Alel Y
did Thomas Edison -A question form (why clhadl ¢ sl

invent the lightbulo ? |/ auxilary verb ‘to do’/
subject (Thomas Edison

/ main verb ‘to mvent’/
the object (the

lightbulb)

When we women -conjunction ‘when’

enlight the earth - NP (pronoun ‘we’ / oa¥ M eladll cad
noun ‘women’) By

-VP (the verb ‘to
enlight’” / NP ‘the
earth’)

Because he needs the | -conjunction (because)

light outside the - S’ (pronoun ‘he’ / the
kitchen verb fto need” / NP Za szl N
‘the light’/ PP ( adadl)

preposition ‘outside’ /
NP’the kitchen’)

The grammatical processes of the surface utterance — previously highlighted in
the table- allow the participants to conclude that the first clause " | do not
know why did Thomas Edison invent the lightbulb ? " is independent and
linked to the second clause "when we women enlight the earth" using the
conjunction ‘when’. This meaning is only achieved if the metaphor is also
decoded, the author compares women to the light, which led her to asking the
question "why did Thomas Edison invent the lightbulb ?". Moreover, according
to her point of view, the world does not need the light if women exist.
Semantically, it is an exaggeration and impossible to achieve. Howe\er,
pragmatically the author is exaggerating for the purpose of glorifying women.
On the other hand, the response "because he needs the light outside the kitchen
" was the internet user’s way to deminish the value of women, if this person
arrived at understanding the whole meaning, it means that the surface and

meaning utterances were fulfilled.
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The sexism in this meme appears in the comment. This internet user is being
sexist through believing that women belong to the kitchen. This conclusion was
the result of his statement "because he needs the light outside the kitchen .
Since the author of the original post is claiming that women enlight the earth,
the discourse of the comment shows that if women enlight something, it should
be the kitchen because the lightbulb was invented to light other places rather
than the kitchen.

3.2.2 Meme 02
Figure 18

‘Women ‘s talk’ sexist meme

This sexist meme was found on an Instagram account called memes_prod._.
Owned by an Algrian user. It is written in the standard Arabic language,
directed mainly to Algerians Instagram users and Arabs.

{ b 38}
{oha (a S Ly SV QY gled) o)
[women’s talk]

[Classifying video games addiction as a serious disease]

Description

The experiential value of the meme creator is depicted in the way he reacted
to the topic discussed by this television show called (<lw 38/ women’s
talk), which is an Egyptian show, hosted by an Egyptian journalist Sherihan
Abu Al Hassan in 2018. This show used to tackle different issues, social,
political, art, famous people biographies, and so on. It seems that one of the
social issues they reported 1is the seriousness of wvideo games addiction.
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Howewer, the meme creator approached the issue from a sexist point of wview,
mainly due to the picture attached to the meme which is showing a black man
surprised when reading the episode title (  (=eS Ay SV QY e Ciyias
xba [/ Classifying video games addiction as a serious disease), but his facial
expression changed into a laugh in the second half of the picture, when he
apparently read the name of the TV show ‘women ‘s talk’. Therefore, this
depicts his sexist stance against women considering them ignorant when it
comes to topics such as digital video games.

According to what this post demonstrates, it has reached a vast number of
internet users, getting more than one-thousand likes, which designates that those
who interacted with this post share the same social background as the author,
they seemingly showed their sexist view by liking his post.

Last but not least, the expressive value of the author is expressed through the
image —visual-. He considered fields mostly dominated by men such as video
games, a topic that should not be discussed by women as the meme image
demonstrates. The smiling face of the man is next to the show’s name ‘women
‘s talk’, which indicates his positive attitude towards not accepting women to
tackle this topic.

Interpretation

Unlike the previously analysed meme, this one does not hold any ideological
significance in the text. Howewer, the wvisual element does. Thus, the image in
the meme holds the sexist ideology of the author, and the only discursive
feature that led the author to interact in this way, is the show’s name. Drawing
upon that, the participants are supposed to interpret the text in relation to the
image, as they are tightly related. This process is a result of inferring with the
utterance (women’s talk) which i1s an NP consists of the noun ‘women’, the
possessive ‘s’, and the verb ‘to talk’ which is used as a noun is this case.
This structure apparently does not hold any sexist designations, unlike the
picture. Therefore, taking the text in isolation to the picture would appear like
an ordinary discourse. Howewer, the meme image "black guy smiling then
shocked meme" in that sense, completes the meaning of the utterance which
pictures how the author views issues discussed by women, especially if they
are male-dominated. It is well-known that video games are vastly played by
men unlike women players. Since these games are usually centered around
killing and violence, in which they consider women emotionally weaker in
handling these games. Thus, the number of female players is fewer than of
male players. Moreower, a study was conducted in 2021, in the U.S.A shows
that only 41.5 percent of video gamers are female, while 58.5 percent of video
gamers audience are men.
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3.2.3 Meme 03

Figure 19

The sexist meme of parking

Auto memes

A sexist meme found on an Instagram account, owned by an Algerian user. It
was posted in November 2022, and the text is written in the standard Arabic
language. The audience is mainly Algerians.

{z & Osny

[no need for explanation]

Description

The structure of this meme indicates that the meme creator’s experiential value
is highlighted in the way he believes that women need a special parking spot
because they apparently do not know how to park cars, as the picture indicates.
Also, the sexist stance of the creator is depicted in the way the text ( z & o
/no need for explanation) explains the picture of a parking spot, with a woman
symbol on the floor, and unparalleled lines -unlike the spot next to it-.
Apparently, the spot is larger than the other next to it, and the text (no need
for explanation) refers to the spot that has the female symbol. Therefore, it
designates that the creator believes that these spots are only meant for women
to park there.
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The relational value of the creator is how he shares some social norms with
other people from the same society. In that sense, this meme got many likes,
one thousand and three-hundred and ninty-two (1392) in total, and seemingly
the majority are Algerians due to what the comments section rewveal. Most
comments on this meme were written either in the Algerian colloquial or
French. Hence, this designates that the audience were mostly Algerians who
share the same social competence as the creator.

The last notion is the expressive value of the creator. In this meme the
discourse (no need for explanation) reveals that the author’s attitude towards
this practice is positive. The absence of negation in the text indicates that this
scenario is indeed part of the author’s reality, which confirms his sexist stance
against women.

Interpretation

Normally the interpretative procedures are used to decode the text ; howevwer,
in the case of this meme, the text consists of two words which build the
surface utterance meaning of the discourse. The use of the preposition ( osu
/no) is followed by (z_< /explanation) which is grammatically a noun. The
coherence of the text is supplied by how the image contributes to a larger
degree. The visual in this meme -as explained before- is picturing a parking
spot with the female symbol on the floor, and unparalleled lines which fit any
car to park in any position. The coherence of the visual leads to decoding the
whole meaning of the discourse because the text means that there is no need
for explaining why the spot is larger comparing to others next to it ; mainly
because it is especially designed for women since they do not know how to
park based on his view point.

The meaning of the meme is successfully fulfilled due to the way other
internet users interacted with it. This post got twenty-six comments in total
which confirms that the sexist message was conweyed. Some of them used the
famous sexist meme reaction "women " with a cup of coffee emoji. This
meme went viral in early 2022, and which was originally taken from an
animated video called Infomercial : The Pill in 2017 ; it is about two men
saying " hmpf, women", then they loudly take a sip of coffee. Howewer, this
meme is lately used to express offensive opinions to disapprove any action
linked to feminine stereotypical traits such as driving. Moreower, others used
the laughing face emoji to express that the meme was humorous even though it
IS sexist.

The interaction that happened between the creator and other Instagram users
indicates that the message this meme is conweying, is indeed carrying a sexist
ideology. This claim can be proved if the comments are taken into
consideration as there is no linguistic significance in the text which indicates
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so. Howewer, the next meme holds a linguistic manifestation of sexism, which
can be used to strengthen the validity of this claim.

3.2.4 Meme 04

Figure 20

women do not know different types of cars’ oil

S waisad Sl B3y jussy Ogilall el ... ymeill ol
Plein & JI &)

This meme was found on an Instagram account called meme_boi 2.0.0, owned
by an Algerian user. It was posted in September 2022, and it is written in the
Algerian dialect.

{pleind) ©n A,y paisal Je il gud) Ggildl cud | gl S
Which translates in the MSA to
{ Jalsll Wl alia; Osb i e S ped ) Sgdlall caagu il )

[Hello Zoubir.. | found that Mazut is much cheaper than the unleaded gasoline,
I filled it fully]

Like the previously analysed meme, the sexism against women, picturing them
as individuals that can not perform some activities such as driving, is also
depicted in this meme. The linguistic manifestation of sexism in the meme is
demonstrated in the text (I found that Mazut is much cheaeper than the
unleaded gasoline, | filled it fully) which indicates that women do not
differentiate between types of car’s oils. According to the meme, the word
‘Mazut’ and ‘unleaded gasoline’ are types of oils used for different types of
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cars. However, it seems that, the woman in the meme is not aware of the
difference between them, as she stated (I filled it fully). Because she found
that Mazut is much cheaper than the unleaded gasoline ewven though it might
not fit the type of car she owns, due to what the emoji of ‘a smiling face
with hearts’ might signify. Thus, this emoji denotes that she is proud of what
she did regardless of her ignorance. Mainly, because she called someone whose
name is ‘Zoubir ° —which is an Algerian male name- to tell him about her
accomplishment.

In addition to that, the image of the meme is tightly linked to the text. It is
picturing a woman wearing a black suit, holding a gasoline gun, while talking
on the phone. The picture might be taken from a commercial, or a movie, and
the meme creator edited and attached a text to it. The choice of the picture
might be intentional. One of the possibilities is to picture working women as
independent but can not perform this task, which might be the reason he chose
this picture ; or another reason might be that this image is found a lot online,
so it was used for this purpose. The facial expressions of the woman in the
picture do not fit what is said in the text, and specifically the smiling face
with hearts emoji. She has a serious expression on her face, while the emoji is
supposed to express love and romance. Consequently, the purpose for using this
image was not to match the text ; howewver, to picture that working
independent women can not do such tasks.

Drawing upon what has been mentioned before, the sexist ideologies in this
meme is remarkably displayed in the text. Seemingly, the use of linguistic
indicators like comparing the price of Mazut and the unleaded gasoline (1
found that Mazut is much cheaper than the unleaded gasoline ) is followed by
the clause (I filled it fully). The cohesion of the surface structure of both
clauses result in the participant’s ability to decode the meaning of the
discourse, they have a cause and effect relationship. Therefore, realizing that
the comparison between the gas prices led to choosing the cheaper one, which
highlights the existence of the sexist ideology.

3.2.5 Meme 05
Figure 21

The strong independent woman sexist meme

Strong indépendant (& 2w aclS
azoss VoS 2 Bysg.aF 3385 woman




This meme was created by an Algerian Instagram user called meme_boi_2.0.0
in September 2022 ; it is written in the Algerian colloquial.

strong independent woman (& e 2B}
{aead JaSy (B sl pi
Which in MSA translates to
{alee Joy (a5 sa Dyl Akl 3 el A0 Laiy |l iy

[He is waiting for the strong independent woman to take a picture, so that he
can finish his work]

Description

The meme creator in this case believes that women who claim to be strong
independent are pretending. Mainly, because the picture is displaying a woman
who is well dressed in a place of constructions, holding a showvel while a man
is standing behind her. Thus, the experiential value of the creator is depicted in
the sexist text (he is waiting for the strong independent woman to take a
picture), which in his opinion those who claim to be strong independent
women are only pretending for the sake of taking pictures ; in order to, post it
on their social media accounts.

Therefore, this claim holds an expressive value significance, in the sense that,
the statement being positive denotes his sexist attitude towards this
phenomenon. Believing that women only pretend to be strong is already
practiced in the Algerian society.

Interpretation

The surface utterance in the case of this meme has to be discussed as it holds
remarkably the sexist stance of the creator. The text of the meme in written in
the Algerian dialect while the phrase ‘strong independent woman’ is written in
English. This process is going to be highlighted in the table below

Table 08

The grammatical composition of sexism in the meme text

The English The grammatical The original text
translation functions

He is waiting for the | -S’ : this clause
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strong independent contains the pronoun strong independent woman el

woman to take a ‘he’, and the action &
picture process ‘is waiting’, gl s
which is in the

present progressive.

- the second action is
the taking picture
process which takes
the stem form (this
action is done by the
‘strong independent
woman’

-this clause is
considered the primary
action process of the

text
So he can finish his -‘so’ functions as a
work conjunction for the el JoS

second action process
of the text, which
when the man finishes
his work

The meaning utterance of the text enables the participants to infer the
grammatical processes ; since, they possess the MR which allow them to
understand the meme. The first independent clause is referring to a man who is
the agent in the sentence, the verb ‘to wait’ which takes the present
progressive because it is the first main action before the second one, which is
taken by the woman —the object in this case- to perform the action of taking
pictures. To add more, the second independent clause is preceeded by the
conjunction ‘so’, which signifies that another action or process is following the
first one. And the second main verb ‘to finish’, which is also taken by the
agent of the text, takes the present simple form.

This process, by the means of semantics, demonstrates that the flow of the
actions taken by the agent are interrupted by the object of the text —the
woman-. The sexism in the text is implicit, as the meme creator is not being
offensive directly ; howewver, indirectly. The implicit sexism is highlighted
through claiming that the environment of constrcutions is not suitable for
women. And in this meme, the woman who is holding a showel is performing
a male-related activity to seem independent. Because according to the creator,
women who execute such activities are strong and independent than other
women who perform female-related activities. Thus, this point according to
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Fairclough is going to be stored in the participants schemata, and it will either
be produced or reproduced in their discourses.

For more illustrations, the next meme, taken from the same Instagram account,
holds a sexist stance against women.
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3.2.6 Meme 06

Figure 07

‘How do women feel after gaining some money ?’ meme

il 2 Jol) gl o5

This meme was created by the same previous Instagram user, in August 2022.
It is written in the Algerian dialect.

{ Nels 4 dal) glad o84 tla g (& Al 1000 calan Leasy ik}
(s & day ) glss (Al e s oasdl (G S 1000 Leis ey 5L8Y

[A girl after gaining 1000 Dinars in one day : who needs a man in her life !]

Description

The creator’s experiential value in this meme is demonstrated through claiming
that women feel independent and deattached from the male dominance - in
terms of finance- when they gain the minimum amount of money. His
perspective is depicted in the discourse ( Jdau 3 zUsi e / i 1000 s Ledey
s & which translates to after she gained 1000 Dinars / who needs a man
in her life). In other words, the creator is picturing women as being dependent
on men when it comes to their finance ; howewver, the moment they gain
money, they announce to be independent. The concept of strong independent
women is also present in this meme, and it is remarkably noticed in the
picture of a woman showing her arm in a position that makes her look strong.
Thus, the experiential value of the creator is depicted through his sexist
discourse, which claims that women feel the sense of independence if they gain
money.

The expressive value of the creator is highlighted his attitude towards women
feeling independent is positive in this meme. As it doe not hold any negation,
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which means that him believing of this is a result of this actually existing in
his reality.

Interpretation

In this meme, the participants’ MR would allow them to infer the meaning of
both the surface and the meaning utterances of this discourse. In the sense that,
the syntax of the discourse highlights a cause and effect relationship between
both clauses. Stating that (after she gained 1000 Dinars) denotes that the agent
of the sentence — the girl- is followed by the action process —the verb ‘to
gain’-, and the object — 1000 Dinars-. This process leads to discussing its
effect, which is becoming independent in the clause (who needs a man in her
life).

The grammatical process discussed above would consequently lead to
mentioning that this informative discourse is understood by those who hold the
same social competence as the creator, mainly because it is written in the
Algerian dialect. Hence, the sexist ideology this meme is conweying lies in the
belief that women only feel independent when they are financially not tied to
men, which denotes that the creator is only restricting female sense of
independence to finance. Also, the term (4 / a girl) pictures that those
women who claim to be independent when they gain any money, are indeed
immature girls- based on his discourse-, which designates that the creator is
belittling the worth of these females as long as they gain the fewest amount of
money, due to the fact that one thousand Dinars is indeed a few amount of
money.

Drawing upon what has been discussed, the image used in the meme is
picturing a woman holding her arm in a strong arm position. It seems that the
picture is edited, as the shape of her arm does not look natural. Howewer, the
purpose for adding this image to the meme is to make the discourse more
coherent to the receiver. Moreover, the strong arm position apparently means
that this person is strong like the name indicates, in that sense, the picture was
intentionally used to display women who gain money as strong and financially
independent.

Explanation

The dynamics of the discourse sustainibility as discussed in Fairclough’s theory,
is demonstrated in the linguistic expressions these meme creators used to
manifest their sexist attitudes towards women. The reproduction of the sexist
discourse is remarkably displayed in expressions like ( zJa L G zlsy 4V
cball / because he needs light outside the kitchen), ( ® i 1000 lezis 2ay 38
W A day A gbss A e o oasll /A girl after gaining 1000 Dinars in one
day : who needs a man in her life), and ( sl Aliiaal el 340 lawy 1 lse Cay
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alee JoS A 30/ He is waiting for the strong independent woman to take a
picture, so he can finish his work). These discourses hold a linguistic
significance that would inevitably lead to stating that sexism is depicted in
these expressions. Therefore, using linguistic expressions such as making the
kitchen a place where women belong to, or describing them as individuals who
claim to be strong independent after gaining the minimum amount of money or
taking the lead in male-related tasks. Also, sexism is depicted in the discourse
(JelSIh Wbl | Galia) (st Gadie e 8K Geay) @il @aag L) 8/ Hello
Zoubir.. | found that Mazut is much cheaper than the unleaded gasoline, |
filled it fully) which is picturing women as individuals who can not perform
tasks that are usually performed by men, such as filling the gas, parking, or
discussing topics such as video games.

The sustainability of these discourses are a result of social struggle. According
to Fairclough (1984, p. 136) the social struggle is rooted in the fact that there
is no power balance between the dominated and the dominant group in the
society. The sexist humor in this case is used as a harmless mean to approach
and express prejudice against women, according to Billing (1992, p. 646)
sexism that is perceived humorous is considered harlmess and innocent. Thus,
people on social media usually react with the laughing face emojis, likes, or
comments to express their attitudes towards these humorous sexist incidents
because it is disguised with humour ; consequently, it would escape criticism
and can be considered socially accepted.

The meme that pictures women as bad drivers with special parking spots that
are designed solely for them has gained many likes and comments as discussed
in the analysis. The word meme " women" was purposefully used in the
comment section to make fun of them. As this meme is performed by the
cartooned men saying " women", and then they start laughing, is a reaction
that went viral on social media platforms as an expressive way to describe any
female-related incident.

From a religious point of view, Islam has honored women as daughters,
mothers, wives, and sisters. It gave them previlages and rights that people have
deprived them from earlier. In order for balance to happen in the world, Allah
swt created both men and women, and gave each one a role and a duty. In
the holy Quran it is mentioned that women are equal to men in the following
verse in Surah Ash-Shura: " To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and
the earth; He creates what He wills. He gives to whom He wills female
[children], and He gives to whom He wills males (50) Or He makes them
[both] males and females, and He renders whom He wills barren. Indeed, He is
Knowing and Competent " (Qur’an, 42 :50 ). Also in Surah An-Nisa "...For men
is a share of what they have earned, and for women is a share of[180] what
they have earned. And ask Allah of His bounty. Indeed Allah is ever, of all
things, Knowing" (Qur’an, 4 :180).
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Furthermore, Allah says about the division of work between men and women,
as in Surah An-Nahl : "(97) Whoewer does righteousness, whether male or
female, while he is a believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life,
and We will surely give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the
best of what they used to do" (Qur’an, 16 :97) . All these verses prove that men
and women are equally important, and are meant to coexist and co-operate to
achieve balance. Allah swt devided our chores taking into consideration the
physical and psychological differences between the genders. Howewer, men in
arab societies tend to misinterpret one werse in Surah Ani-Nisa : "(34) Men are
in charge of women[182] by [right of] what Allah has given one over the
other and what they spend [for maintenance] from their wealth" (Qur’an, 4 :34).
According to the scholar Ibn Uthaymeen (2000), ‘Charge’ in this context refers
to the exterior and interior strength of men. It refers to the exterior strength in
the sense that men are built physically stronger than women. And it refers to
the interior strength in the sense that men can endure difficult emotions that
women may find overwhelming and unbearable. [Tafsir lbn Uthaymeen]

But no sheikh or scholar has ewver interpreted this verse to mean that women
are held in a lower rank, or are not as important as men, this latter is
unfortunately the stance of sewveral men especially in the arab societies, and the
cause is the wrong, subjective interpretation of Quran.

This harmful humour seems, as previously mentioned, socially accepted, mainly
because people would not see the harm in it. Billing (1992, p. 646) posited
that the joker does not assume responsibility for his/her hostile thoughts and
actions, but rather he or she can deny any enmity on the grounds that it was
just a joke’’. If the international organizations of gender equality set rules and
boundaries that all societies have to respect and maintain, humour will still
hinder and maintain the status quo by fortifying the exisiting ideologies, social
struggle, social structures, and values of the society (Coser, 1960, as cited in
Billing, 1992, p. 646).

Therefore, memes in this case are supposed to be taken seriously into account
due to their nature. The rapid propagation of memes make these type of issues
—whether sexism or racism- difficult to prevent, mostly because internet users
as Billing suggested, do not assume any harm in this humour. Howewer, since
it is cowered in humour, those who hold sexist attitudes can express their
suppressed prejudice against women.

3.3 Importance of CDA

Sexism and racism are two phenomena which are manifested in many different
forms, one of them is language. In a sexist or a racist context, there is always
a dominant and a dominated group, this biased devision requires a critical
linguistic analysis. In order to unweil the power abuse, we need an analytical
discourse tool.
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Fairclough’s framework of CDA was used through out the process because it
detects power in language. And helps achieve a better understanding of this
linguistic manipulations. We realised that these manipulations were sustained
and reproduced during the data analysis in certain memes such as memes that
show a sexist stance against women in driving, racist stance against Asians for
their food culture, and black people for their skin color. According to the
analysis these prejudiced ideologies have existed long time before and still
people are sustaining them through such kinds of discourse.

3.4 Discussion

This part of the research provides a discussion of the findings acquired through
the analysis of racist and sexist memes.

As mentioned earlier, CDA is an analytical tool that examines what lies behind
words, and the way language can be manipulated and shaped to serve its user.
In the case of memes, there is little to no attention paid to the language used
in them, especially that they are humour-related, so people do not see further
than what is already given, otherwise they are called ‘people with no sense of
humour’. As a result, Fairclough’s critical framework was conducted on a group
of memes to decipher the racist and sexist tendencies found in them as
linguistic units.

In this research, a critical analysis of memes which are supposedly funny jokes
revealed that they are not always as innocent, but they can rather be a tool for
clashing and diminishing a group of people.

At the lewel of textual analysis, meme creators use certain vocabulary that hold
racist and sexist ideologies such as the adjective (UissS / black), and the
adjective (zs¥ / black people). Also, racist ideologies are shown through
relating negative words to black people such as ( <l / usail /4 dlwhich
translate to theft, aiming and running ) which are all linguistic factors that
promote a negative image of black people and descriminate them. In racist
memes of Asians, phrases such as ‘‘anything that moves’’ and ‘‘creatures’ are
used to depict Asians as barbarians who see anything as food.

In sexist memes, certain vocabulary is attached to women to belittle their
position such as the noun ‘kitchen’, and also the use of phrases like ‘‘women’
talk’> to show that women’s speech is not reliable and lacks credibility. Also,
using the ‘‘strong, independent woman’ motto sarcastically to show that they
can be neither strong nor independent.

This analysis reweals the way in which meme creators spread their racist
ideologies disguised as memes, and it shows how crucial it is the choice of
language that the meme creators use to make it seem funny instead of
offensive.
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The visual components ,which are the images associated with the text,
contribute to the meaning and to the idea of the meme in the sense that the
image strengthens the idea and makes the creator’s standpoint true and valid.

Consequently, both the textual and the visual analyses of these memes attest
the presence of racism and sexism, and prove that memes are being used as a
social practice to spread misleading beliefs about women, blacks, and asians.
The reproduction of similar discourse compels people to believe that women are
weak and dependent, blacks are slaves, and asians are barbarians.

Conclusion

This chapter provided a profound analysis towards understanding how sexism
and racism are produced and reproduced in the Algerian discourse. The
analysis, according to Fairclough ‘s model, answered the predicted hypothesis of
how issues like sexism and racism are manifested in the Algerian society.

On the linguistic level meme creators used explicit sexist and racist
vocabulary, for example ( zs ,0iWS/blacks, negros), mocking Asians for their
facial appearence, calling them all the same person and judging their food such
as (oAl i L JB) Al Al 3 all i)/ this is the ninth time | kill the same
person ) or ( k!l s lLll/ food is food) see figures 10, 13, 15, and 16. And
devaluing women in the most obvious and mundane activities which are
accessible to any one such as driving, in figure 19 and 20

On the social lewel, these ideologies are generated from sociatal prejudice, from
the subjective view of the Quran and from the dark history of the country.
Society holds women in a low rank. From ages ago, women were considered
small wersion of men, ewerything that a man does is devided into two and
given to the woman. A primary example is the field of sports, where studies
and researches were done on the male body, reduced and given to the female
without taking into account the great difference between their body composition.

Since women are considered physically weaker than men, this idea has been
taken from its context and generated on each and every other field until this
day such as viewing women as an optimal housewives but nothing more. In
other words, it is the only thing they fit to.

As for racism, black people as in other country were held slaves at some point
in time. This history affected our perception of black people ,in the sense that,
society still perceives them as the minority and infrior to the Algerians. On
other hand, Asians are judged for their food inclination regardless of the harsh
past they lived that made them adopt such life style. They at some point were
obliged to eat anythign they could find in order to survive. Howewer, people
take it as a joke.
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These findings are the result of critical discourse analysis, which helped us
decipher both the linguistic features, as well as, the social causes of racism and
sexism.
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CHAPTER 4: GENERAL DISCUSSION,
IMPLICATIONS AND LIMITATIONS



CHAPTER VI: GENERAL DISCUSSION, IMPLICATIONS AND
LIMITATIONS

Introduction

This research aimed at discowvering the socio-linguistic factors that hold racist
and sexist ideologies in Algerian memes, and it also aimed at revealing the
linguistic manipulations that meme creators utilize to propagate their ideas and
convince their audience. In addition, the aim of this research was to raise
awareness towards dangerous ideologies found in memes, that provoke the
descrimination of certain groups based on stereotypical beliefs. To fulfill this
aim, thirteen algerian memes were chosen to conduct the analysis using
Fairclough’s framework. The main reason behind choosing this category of
speech specifically is because it is the least investigated, despite its importance
in modern world communication.

Discussion

To conduct this research, thirteen memes were selected from social media
platforms ; seven racist memes, and six sexist ones. According to Fairclough’s
model, these memes were analysed at three lewels : the description of text, the
interpretation of the relationship between text and interaction, and the
explanation of the relationship between interaction and social context, as well
as non-linguistic textual features.

At the lewvel of text, the analysis unweiled certain adjectives that hold racist and
sexist tendencies such as [z siyblack people], [cdsS/black people], also the use
of certain nouns such as [4_.dl/theft], [<_ed//running] in relation to black
people. Furthermore, the use of racist phrases such as [JsSidl a3 (illsS/black
people for free service]. As for the Asian racism, phrases like [ s JS
< adfeverything that moves], [€aiy « 3 51 $slae/ creature or anything that
moves] are used to describe Asian food, and how barbarian they are when it
comes to nutrition. In addition, some memes mock their facial appearance by
reffering to all chinese as the same person, for instance in the meme [ & s
oaddll (ad led JB) Al daulll 3 yall/damn, this is the ninth time | kill the same
person].

Certain memes require also a pragmatic view to understand the message behind
it, memes are not fully based on semantics. Knowledge of the world, society,
and culture are mandatory to understand memes, especially that humour is a
major component. For instance, the sexist meme that shows a big space in a
parking lot reserved for women, would be difficult to decipher if the audience
does not have the idea that women are bad drivers. In the algerian society
where most men believe that women are bad drivers, this meme is quite clear
for the algerian audience.
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As for the non-linguistic aspect of memes, the use of images contribute to the
meaning of the text. In other words, the images work as visual aids to help
the receiver gain better understanding of the intended joke. Images are not
always present in memes, these latter can be linguistic elements only. Howewer,
they are mandatory in memes with short or incomplete texts as in the
following :

In this case, comparing black babies to monkeys is a direct form of racism,
and putting a female drawing in a large parking lot is a sexist prejudice.

As for the second lewel of analysis, the intended audience in most cases are
Algerian internet users, and sometimes all Arab speaking countries when the
meme is written in MSA. Since internet users are mostly young people, meme
creators introduce the discourse using the youth tongue or slang, including
pictures from cartoons and movies that the internet users are usually able to
recognize. And they aim at women, blacks, and Asians because these subjects
are never outdated, they were and still are a subject of talk and commentary.

Finally, concerning the last lewvel of analysis, the social practice in this study is
the discrimination of blacks, Asians, and women based on stereotypical
conventions held in the Algerian society. Several meme creators took social
media platforms as a stage for unrestricted speech which encouraged them to
spread their sexist and racist prejudices, while in fact there are certain rules to
be followed in online communication as well, such as preventing hate speech
and signaling any kind of racism. The reproduction of these types of memes
leads to engraving these wrong ideas in the mind of the receiver and thus
entering a vicious cycle of a never-ending discrimination.

Limitations

We hawe faced difficulties while conducting this research due to the lack of
resources about the topic. There are indeed academic papers that tackle the
same theme, howewer, these papers are from foreign countries, while we needed
Algerian references to strengthen our arguments and stance. This made our
research quite challenging but not impossible to achieve. We used the foreign
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resources that we found useful, and the Arabic ones as well which we
translated and included in our research where necessary.

We hope we hawve succeeded to earn the title of an academic research through
our study and we aspire to be the cornerstone of upcoming researches, and to
be models for future researchers.

Further Suggestions

To conclude, this research has dealt with a specific category of memes that
hold specific ideologies which are mainly : sexism, Black racism, and Asian
racism. In the process of conducting this research, we have encountered other
types of racism that exist within our society which is racism against
countrymen, and people from other states, what we call regionalism. This type
of racism is worth inwestigating to have a deeper understanding of how racism
works, and help find effective ways to end it permanently.

Conclusion

This chapter gives a global view of the undertaken study, providing a general
discussion of the analysis as well as the results of the study.

The first part is an introduction of the chapter, followed by a part dedicated to
the discussion of the research. In addition to further suggestions for students of
a similar interest, and finally, the limitations faced during the making of this
research.

The major result that were discovered in the process of making this research
is the distinction between three types of memes : explicit memes, pragmatic
memes, and image-based memes.

The explicit memes contain direct and explicit vocabulary as the name implies
that are considered racist and sexist discourse. The vocabulary that is most of
the time reserved to blacks is : theft, escaping, running, and so on. Besides the
vocabulary that is reserved for women such as : the kitchen.

As for the pragmatic memes, they contain sexist and racist ideas that are not
expressed through direct words but rather through sarcasm. In this type of
memes, pragmatic competency is required to understand the message. For
instance, the meme in which a woman calls a man on the phone and tells him
that she filled the car with the wrong type of oil while she is happy and
unaware of the mistake she made, is a sexist idea that requires a pragmatic
rather than a semantic understanding.

At last, the third type of memes is the image-based meme in which the picture
is what makes the meme meaningful because the text is usually an incomplete
sentence, or a sentence that points to the picture such as the meme of the
monkey, or the Chinese cook. (see figure 11 & figure 15)
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As a conclusion, whether it is explicit or implicit, racism and sexism are two
of the most destructive ideologies in society, for that reason, they are to be
taken seriously and not put in a humorous context. Also, memes are one the
most important digital communicative tools in today’s society, that is why
people must react and interact with them wisely, because what is funny to

someone should not by any means cause harm to any other person, other race,
or the other gender.
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General Conclusion



The research in hand tackled a modern issue in the digital world, which is
using humor as a mean to promote racist and sexist ideologies in the Algerian
society. In order to fulfill the research objectives, a qualitative approach was
adopted to conduct this study. The data consisted of memes which were
collected from social media platforms ; mainly Instagram and Facebook.

This research attempted to answer the question : what are the linguistic factors
that contribute to the reproduction of racist and sexist memes ? Using
Fairclough’s framework of analysis. Hence, according to what the analysis revealed,
racism and sexism were explicitly implemented in the Algerian discourse as in words
and phrases : (i< / black people, ¢ _»_» <<l 13a [ this is barbarian, 3 Al 3 ) L)
oaadll Ll L JB/ it is the ninth | killed the same person, bl z & s zliay 43Y/
because he needs light outside the kitchen, and s (s ailunil aig yin 4 Sy e
iaan JaSs oL 3 eal / waiting for the strong independent woman to take a picture, so
that he can finish his job. Moreower, the use of visual elements which are racist and
sexist pictures in this case, that contributed strongly to the meaning of the memes

Furthermore, the main purpose of this research was to raise awareness towards

sexism and racism, and the fundamental need to put an end to such type of
humour. This research was an attempt to reveal how sexist and racist people
maintain and practice power through language, especially using the cowver of
memes and jokes.

Sexist and racist memes are a type of what is called : “‘Dark humor’’. Dark
humor refers to jokes that rewolve around socially unacceptable topics. The
representation of these taboo topics in humorous terms resonate in soft, less
harmful way. This makes it less wlnerable to judgment and rejection.

This method of using humour as a shield is more serious than what people
think. Institutions and organizations, even social movements were established to
eradicate racism whether written or spoken, in movies or journals. Then come
racist and sexist individuals, and all those efforts were thrown because they
decided that it is ‘just a joke’, when in fact it is not, it is an idea that already
exist in the mind of its creator, and they decided to share it on social media
so that it could spread as a virus to people’s minds. Reproducing sexist and
racist speech repeatedly —whether seriously or humorously- makes it normal and
mundane owver time.

For that reason, this research was done to show how important it is to set
boundaries for online speech, and not let the title ‘joke’ make it seem an
approachable topic. Racism is still racism, and sexism is still sexism even when
it is built as a joke. In fact, it is even worse to include sarcasm and mockery
in such sensitive topics. It is high time people notice the gravity of the matter,
stop interacting with racist and sexist memes on social media, and decide to
hold on to their humanity and manners on online platforms as much as they
do in real life.
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