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Abstract

Abstract:

The title of our research thesis is ‘The Self and the Other in the
Maghrebian Narrative—a Selected Set of Novels—a Cultural Study’.

After its noteworthy developments, the modern Maghrebian novel has
occupied literary limelight. The interest it has gained is due to the its having
taken metaphores and artistic ingredients from themes related to Man and his
environment. Given the big number of the Maghrebian novels that have
tackled the Self-Other dialectic, | shortlisted four novelistic Maghrebian
types. | drew on their narrative in order to highlight the Self-Other binary
based on the common features they share within the limits of mutual
acceptance or refusal, swinging between positivity and negativity. Four
novels were selected, “Qadassa Allah Sirry”, [Sanctified be my soul], “Imra’a
Ennisyan”, [Forgetfulness woman], “Fi Qalbi Ountha Ibrya”, [A Hebrew
female occupies my heart], and “Zarayib el abeed”, [The slaves’ reservation],
written by, respectively, Mohammed EI Amine Bin Rabie, from Algeria;
Mohammed Brada from Morocco; Khawla Hamdi from Tunisia; Nadjwa Bin
Shatwan.

These works, in their narrative plots, have all tackled a set of themes
within the field of Cultural Studies in ways that serve the dialectic of the
relation holding between the Self and the Other, such as the Cultural Identity,
Hybrid Identity, Orientalism, Occidentalism, Dialogue of Religions, Racism,
Slavery. These issues, linked by a contradictory binary, have contributed to
uncover the identity of both terms: the Self and the Other and their derivatives
(East/West, the Arab Self/ the Western Other, Muslim/ the Jew and Christian,
the Master/the Slave, the Centre/the Periphery, Refusal/Acceptance. | have
also sensed a link holding between these narratives and branches of
knowledge, such as anthropology, sociology, psychology, philosophy and
ontology. This insight allowed me to enlarge still more the analysis,
interpretation and deconstruction of the unsaid that the narrative text is shot
through with, along the tenets of the cultural critical methodology.

These narrative types converge to display diverse representations of the
Other in its cultural conflict with the Self seen from the angle of the cultural,
ideological, religious and ethnic differences that separate both sides. Since all
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four novels differently contain the Other’s identity, I have dedicated four
practical chapters, each of which is focused on one novelistic type, preceded
by an introduction to the problematic concepts related to the Other both in the
Arab and Western thought.

The first chapter tackles the Algerian novel « Qadassa Allah Sirry”. In
this novel, the East-West cultural conflict is explored, unveiling the relation
holding between the Algerian Self (a male person) and a French Other (a
female person). Destiny made them meet in Bousaada, Algeria, during the
colonial period, to experience a strange love affair, where cultural conflict is
part and parcel thereof. This relationship ends up in failure due to ideological,
religious and cultural dissimilarities, thus falling short of bringing about
acculturation.

This chapter is divided into sections; the first one deals with how the
Algerian Suffi Self is manifested, which covers religious differences and
conversion to Islam, life-death binary, and the purification journey and the
quest of Self. The second section explores the Western Other’s image as
portrayed by a French woman representing Western culture, Orientalism,
freedom as a borderline ideology separating the Oriental Self and the Western
Other.

The second chapter is concerned with the Moroccan novel, « Imra’at
ennissiyan », which tackles the relation holding between the Arab Moroccan
Self undergoing a tough alienation experience in the homeland and the
Western Other imbedded in the Western culture and civilization that happens
to enthrall the Arab Self. This is what led the Self to endure a long lasting
tension where the sense of belonging, identity, heritage and customs clash
with a full identification with Modernism. This chapter forks into two
sections; the first one defines the Moroccan Self through an analysis based on
some topois such as the alienation of the Self and the discourse of memory;
the split identity; the Self between coherence and disintegration; the political
Self, the intellectual Self; sex and violence; from imagination to reality; life
and death. The second section is dedicated to the imagology of the Western
Other, covering two elements: imagology in comparative literature, and the
representations of the West in novels.
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In the third chapter is studied the Tunisian novel « Fi Qalbi Ountha
Ibrya». This novel successfully records the religious dialogue (Islam,
Judaism and Christianism). It tackles the Self and the Other dialectic where a
Muslim man experiences a love affair with a Jewish woman, thus allowing
two different communities to meet. It is an instance where religious faith
represents a barrier to love being successfully conclusive to enduring
relations. Again, this novel foregrounds the Arab-Israeli conflict in southern
Lebanon, with its political and religious details, increasing still more my
interest in investigating the Muslim Arab male’s attitude toward a Jewish
female. This Muslim male-Jewish female relationship evolves within
acceptance-refusal extremes of both communities, where each side stubbornly
clings to its customs, rites, and faith. However, in the ends Islam comes out
victor in that the Other Jewish converts to Islam, thus leading this relation to
succeed and acculturation to take place. Viewed from a different angle, this
experience sheds light on the representation of the Other that swings between
religious fanaticism with regard to the Muslim Self.

In the fourth chapter, | studied the Libyan novel « Zararib el Abeed »,
which revolves around slavery in Libya during the Ottoman rule through the
Italian occupation. It puts forth a new critical view that is highly important
theoretically mainly in Cultural and Postcolonial Studies, that are particularly
interested in the Subaltern and the Marginal. The novel starts depicting the
Black Other’s inferiority in the Arab society. It also presents the Self-Other
binary, staging the white master male and the black female slave who are
united by a love affair, viewed as sinful in the doctrine of the masters. This
relation is fraught with many cultural issues that we have categorized
according to definitions relative to the Master Self and the Black Other,
represented by the cultural identity, hybridity, the split Self and the Black
Other as viewed by the Master. The ethnic differences, exasperated by the
skin color complex and the role played by the colonial ideology in deepening
this psychological complex on the one hand, and, on the other, the highly
sustained segregation policy exercised against marginalized black class.

In this study, | desperately strove to lay hand on references that would
enrich the Maghrebian narrative, with the intent to highlight its literary value
through the writings of contemporary authors in their attempt to use of the
various images of the Other. This is the objective motive behind the present
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study that seeks to benefit from this highly serious theme, delineate its
references and cultural dimensions, analyze the cultural issues, and
deconstruct the unsaid within the narrative texts in view of contributing to
enriching cultural studies and research that are concerned with the image of
the Other.
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