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3- Summary of the novel "Bab El Oued" by Ahmed Taybaoui Bab EI

Oued

is an Algerian social novel published in 2023 by Ahmed Taybaoui. It spans 268 pages, and
the narrator paints a panoramic picture depicting the life story of his hero and his journey
in search of his identity. The novel tells the story of a young man named Kamal, who grew
up in the Bab EI Oued neighborhood of Algiers, with a mother named Fatiha, an aunt
named Fatima, and an uncle named Yahya. Fatiha was their half-sister from a father named
Hajj Othman. He also had a friend named Nabil. Kamal was an arrogant, ill-mannered
young man who committed adultery and drank a lot of alcohol. He worked in a wheel
import company for a man named EI Hachemi Debbouze, but he left the job due to his
corruption. Despite all this, he was beloved by his mother and aunt because they were very
attached to him and did not want to lose him. His family kept a secret from him, and his
mother was ill at the same time, so they decided to keep the secret hidden even after her
mother's death. He constantly got into conflict with his uncle, who called him a bastard.
From here, he wanted to know who his father was, so he left for France and decided not to
return until he found him. He stayed there, and after much suffering, he met his father,
named Abdelkader Ben Saber, who was married and had a daughter named Nadia. Here
came the surprise, and the secret was revealed: Fatiha was his adoptive mother. And
Madame Emmanuelle’'s daughter, the owner of the printing press, was his real mother,
that's what his father told him when they met. The reason for separating the son from his
mother was Abdelkader Ben Saber, because he wanted his son to be Muslim and his
mother was French. This news was a huge shock to Kamal, so he returned to his country,
Algeria, without forgiving his father. When he heard that his father was sick and on his
deathbed and wanted to be buried in his country, Kamal sympathized with him and
welcomed him and his daughter Nadia, because the soil of the homeland is warm even to a
cold heart. In the end, forgiveness took place between father and son, although something

inside Kamal still resisted it.
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A comprehensive summary of the thesis:

The self is considered the soul and spirit because it concerns the desire that
drives the individual. The other, on the other hand, is a composite of the
qualities and characteristics of the human psyche—social, behavioral, and
intellectual—that one individual attributes to others. The relationship between
them is complementary. The reason for choosing the topic is that the novel
reflects a lived reality that expresses human concerns. It expresses humanity.
Furthermore, it has never been studied before, so | attempted to study it with the
aim of developing the self and deconstructing the various dimensions of the
question of self and identity. The importance lies in the fact that through the self,
a person acquires new knowledge and increases their self-confidence. The
adopted method is descriptive and analytical, as the characters in the novel are
described and analyzed. Based on this, | decided to present a set of questions
that will further clarify the content of the topic, as follows: What is the self?
What is identity? What is the other? What is the relationship between them?
Where is the self manifested in the novel? | adopted a research plan consisting
of two chapters (theoretical/applied). The first chapter addresses the concepts of
"self/other/identity." The second chapter is an applied study of the novel "Bab El
Oued" by Ahmed Taybaoui. It is divided into eight sections:

Section 1: Self-images (physical, psychological, and social)

Section 2: Manifestations of self and identity in the character of Kamal

Section 3: The symbolism of place and the door and their relationship to identity
Section 4: Individual identity and its relationship to national identity

Section 5: The relationship between the narrator, the character, and the writer
Section 6: The search for the father as a search for origin and identity

Section 7: The Algeria/France duality and its impact on identity formation
Section 8: The impact of the Black Decade on the formation of Algerian identity
With a conclusion, which presents the results | derived from the research, a list
of sources and references, as well as appendices and an index of topics.



Résume complet de la these :

Le soi est considéré comme 1’ame et I’esprit, car il concerne le désir qui anime
I’individu. L’autre, en revanche, est un ensemble de qualités et de
caractéristiqgues de la psyché humaine — sociales, comportementales et
intellectuelles — qu’un individu attribue a autrui. Leur relation est
complémentaire. Le choix de ce sujet s’explique par le fait que le roman refléete
une réalité vécue qui exprime des préoccupations humaines. Il exprime
I’humanité. De plus, ce sujet n’ayant jamais été étudié auparavant, j’ai tenté de
I’¢tudier dans le but de développer le soi et de déconstruire les différentes
dimensions de la question du soi et de I’identité. L’importance réside dans le fait
qu’a travers le soi, une personne acquiert de nouvelles connaissances et renforce
sa confiance en soi. La méthode adoptée est descriptive et analytique, les
personnages du roman étant décrits et analysés. Sur cette base, j’ai décidé de
présenter une série de questions visant a clarifier le contenu du sujet, comme
suit : Qu’est-ce que le soi ? Qu’est-ce que I’identité ? Qu’est-ce que 1’autre ?
Quelle est la relation entre eux ? Ou le soi se manifeste-t-il dans le roman ? J'ai
adopté un plan de recherche composé de deux chapitres (théorique et appliqué).
Le premier aborde les concepts de « soi/autre/identité ». Le deuxieme chapitre
est une étude appliquée du roman « Bab El Oued » d'’Ahmed Taybaoui. Il est
divisé en huit sections :

Section 1 : Images de soi (physique, psychologique et sociale)

Section 2 : Manifestations de soi et d'identité chez le personnage de Kamal
Section 3 : Le symbolisme du lieu et de la porte et leur relation a lI'identité
Section 4 : L'identité individuelle et sa relation a l'identité nationale

Section 5 : La relation entre le narrateur, le personnage et I'écrivain

Section 6 : La quéte du pere comme quéte d'origine et d'identite

Section 7 : La dualité Algérie/France et son impact sur la formation identitaire
Section 8: L'impact de la Décennie noire sur la formation de l'identite
algérienne

Avec une conclusion presentant les résultats de la recherche, une liste de sources
et de reférences, ainsi que des annexes et un index thématique.



