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Abstract:

The topic of identity and existence is one of the most complex and pressing
issues in the fields of philosophy and literature, given its profound human
dimensions related to the meaning of being and self-knowledge in a world filled
with turmoil. Identity is not considered a fixed thing, but rather an ongoing
process shaped by the individual's relationship with himself and others. At the
same time, existence is linked to the human being's existence in this world and
his ability to choose, act, and find meaning. When these two questions are
raised in times of social and political turmoil, as is the case with the Palestinian
experience, they take on a tragic and existential character. In this research, we
address the question of identity and existence in Bassem Khandakji's novel "A
Mask the Color of the Sky." Through it, he reveals the extent to which this
question is employed to address these two elements with human and
philosophical depth. It represents a narrative space that reveals the
fragmentation of identity and the disintegration of existence under the weight
of oppression and psychological and geographical fragmentation. The novel is
distinguished by its deconstruction of the fixed dimensions of the self,
demonstrating how a person can become a mask that conceals their existential
fragility, or a voice seeking meaning amidst the chaos. The noise of loss and
distortion. Identity in this novel is not a definitive belonging, but rather a
painful journey of searching, while existence is not merely a comfortable
existence but an act of resistance. The novel reconstructs the concept of self
through its struggle with oppression, transforming narrative into a means of
preserving meaning, where every sentence becomes an attempt to cling to what
remains of the self in the shadow of collapse.

Keywords: identity, existence, sky-colored mask.



