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"It is true that a text can only communicate mearfipgneans of

its words. But it does not have its meaning indeleatly of its
author’s intention. And in general, words don’tvbaa meaning
independent of their use by speakers of a languabeat is, they

depend on intention for their meaningl".
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! Validity in Interpretation, Reading Guide to the selection from. E. D. Hirsch’s book. P 10.
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" It is thought that meaning changes, either frometto
time, depending on historical circumstances, omfroeader to

reader, depending on individual psychology .Bus iRijust wrong.

' E.D.Hirsch, JR; Validity in interpretation; pS .
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" Banishing the author: Hirsch says it's common sense that a
text means what the author means by it. It's comsense, but lots
of people don’t believe it anymore. He’s referriagwriters like T.S.
Eliot and Ezra Pound, to Heidegger and Jung, anithdoAmerican

philosophers Beardsley and Wimsatt.

Hirsch proposes not to banish the author. Ratherauthor is
the authority on what the text means, You don’tdh&e banish the
author in order to pay close attention to his or text .In fact, by
banishing the author theorists have introducedctiitec; somebody
must be the final authority on what a text meahgou want the text

to have a determinate meaning, it will have tolermeaning that the

author inteded." >
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3 Validity in Interpretation, Reading Guide to the selection from. E. D. Hirsch’s book. pp 2-3.
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"How can we know what an author meant? Especiéliys

someone from many years ago. The thoughts of ull@aaren’t
available to us.

Hirsch responds: of course we can't know for cartahat the
author meant. But we can very often make a weltated guess; and
that is almost always good enough. In any caswjithsmost human

affairs, it's the best we can da"
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* Validity in Interpretation, Reading Guide to the selection from. E. D. Hirsch’s book .P 7 .
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"intentional fallacy: The error of criticizing anddging a work

of literature by attempting to assess what theawstintention was
and whether or not he has fulfilled it rather tltammcentrating on the

work itself .
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" A dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory , FIFTH EDITION J. A. CUDDON;
Revised by M. A. R. Habib Associate Editors Matthew Birchwood, Vedrana Velickovic,
Martin Dines and Shanyn Fiske,p p 363-364.
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"We argued that the design or intention of the auibhmeither

available nor desirable as a standard for juddnegsuccess of a work
of literary art (...) In order to judge the poet'sfpemance, we must

know what he intendéd

"Ibid . p364 .
2 W K. Wimsatt. Monroe C.Beardsley, The Verbal Icon, study in themeaning of poetry ,ed,
the university Press of Kentucky, 1954, P 3-4.
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The three types of evidence

S \( Theextemal ’ Themtermedlate
K‘emterne evl ew K evidence evidence J

Is also publicit's discovered
through the semantics and
syntaxof a poem, through our
habitual knowledge of the
language , through grammars ,
dictionaries , and all the the
literature which is the source of
dictionaries ; in general through
all that makes a languages and
culture,

~ ~ <>

The mining of words i the history of words and the biography
of an author his use of a word , and the associations which the
word had for him, are part of the word's history and meaning

is private or idiosyncratic ; not a
part of the work as a linguistic
fact; it consists of revelations (in
journals, for examples , or letters
or reported conversations ) about
howor or why the poet wrote the
poem to what lady while sitting
onwhat lawn, or at the death of
what friend or brother.

It's about the character of
the author or about private
or semiprivate meanings
attached to words or topics
by an author or by a coterie
of which he is a member.

"bid, p10
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épéxégese
Esthétique de la réception
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Summary:

The research conducted in the issue of meaniagga kpace in
all areas that deal with texts, thus becoming tlannfiocus of any
literary approach. This is one of the oldest isshas Western thought
has established. All the interpretative practices [zased on a main
goal of attaining the meaning of the literary text.

From this point, there are many approaches aripretative
studies that have dealt with this issue since agks difference is
due to the diversity in the cognitive frameworkeaich approach.

Some of them link the meaning of the author, unlike
curriculums that see the meaning is in the texthose that believe
that the meaning exists with the reader, and tbheze¢ach approach
focused on one of these three views and hence emher¢arge group
of interpreters who dealt with this subject in drffnt ways, each
focused on the issue of the meaning dependinggavim view.

The text is surrounded by many reasons that caréibn
shaping its meaning, and every approach focuseddran of the
reasons of this meaning. From here the problenattbis issue was
raised which is attempting to catch the issue adimmeg from the view
of some western interpreters, which is how the taf this subject
came up. “The problematic of building the meaninghwhe modern
interpreters of the west” and it is an analyticdgtihat compares
between a group of interpreters over many timearti8g with the
American school in which | focused @RIC DONALD HIRCH and

STANLEY FISH and the view they criticizedW.K.Wimsatt and
Monroe C.Bearddey).



Then | moved on to the German school and | higitdid the
view of wolfgang Iser andHans Robertt Jass.

Finally | tackled this issue with the French mowsrn of

interpretation that includes the ideas Jeén-Paul Sartre and Michel
Foucault.

These interpreters’ views can be as the following :
- Thefirst view:

The focus on the reader who interacts with the, tartd this
view is adopted byean-Paul Sartre, Fish, wolfgang Iser, Hans Robertt
Jass and this shows their belief in the interactionsabject with the
object, because when the meaning is on the crass gfiahe text, the
reader and the author, it will lead to credibiliigcause it takes into
account the three important elements.

- The second view:

They depend on the text itself as it is WwiMhK.Wimsatt and
Monroe C.Beardsey andMiche Foucault in his first period when he
belonged to Structualism. These linked the meawiitigg what the text
says and not through other elements.

- Thethird view:

The meaning linked to the author, which is thewief E.d.
Hirsh who sees that the right interpretation isdhe that comes from
understanding the author’s intentions
- Thefourth view:

The meaning linked to the reader, like the viewsS@nely
Fish that meet the views oivolfgang Iser and Hans Robertt Jass
concerning their belief that the reader is the tmeouild the text
meaning, and this goes with Sarter’s ideas that ehithe reader’s
freedom.



- Thefifth view:

Represented in the view ®fichel Foucault in his last period
when he belonged to Deconstruction, for he adapiedidea of
infinity of meaning and gave the total freedom he reader to play
with meaning like he wants for the meanings areagfvdelayed,
because the deconstruction doubts all meaningsehders give and
in the same time it accepts them all.

- The sixth view:

And it represents the view ofiichel Foucault, Jean-Paul Sartre,
wolfgang Iser, Hans Robertt Jass, Stanely Fish which is the idea of
multiple meanings by the readers’ multitude, fag theanings of text
are endless as long as there are new readershendgree that the
text always needs a cultured reader who can rehehways of
comprehension.

To sum up, constructing meaning is done with thes@nce of
many factors (the context, the reader, the tex, abthor) and the
reader has become the producer of text meanindhand no longer
that passive receiver, and the text has become aftenit was self
closed and it is an openness to the reader whotroots the text
meaning, and the reader’s intellectual level is twhenages the
construction of the meaning because the regulateregeaches only
the surface of meanings unlike the intellectuatiezavho goes deeper
in them.



