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Abstract:

This study endeavors to explore contemporary Algerian novels within the
realm of the silenced and the unspoken. The selected models for this study
consist of three narrative texts by the Algerian novelist Boumedien Belkebir,
namely, "The Myth of the Strong Man*’, "Two Mules,” and "ltalian Alley."
Through an interrogation of each narrative model, the aim is to uncover the
latent and unspoken themes. The study employs principles of cultural criticism,
enabling the critic to transcend aesthetic and rhetorical considerations and delve
into the deconstruction of discourses. It seeks to unearth implicit meanings and
textual gaps resulting from the interaction of various interwoven contexts.

The study initially delves into the types of power that can influence the
production and interpretation of literary texts, exploring both the power
exercised on the discourse producer and the power imposed on the discourse
recipient. It further categorizes forms of suppression, their origins, and
consequences, particularly concerning religious and political aspects affecting
marginalized groups. Subsequently, the study interrogates the unspoken in
contemporary Algerian novels through various approaches such as sanctity,
symbolism, identity, memory, history, religion, and politics. The emphasis on
these approaches is due to their prominent and recurring presence in the selected
texts.

Keywords: Silenced, Unspoken, Power, Contexts, Marginal Literature.




