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Abstract :

This paper examines the manifestations of identity in Palestinian prison literature through
the novel Mask in the Colour of the Sky by Bassem Khandaji. The novel highlights the
internal and external conflict experienced by the Palestinian prisoner, where national and
human identity is embodied in the face of constraint and the jailer. The novel also sheds
light on the suffering of prisoners and the emergence of political and spiritual
consciousness within the walls of the cell. It reveals the role of memory, belonging, and
resistance as active elements in shaping identity. The study reflects how the prison
transforms from a place of punishment to a space for self-reconstruction and affirmation of
Palestinian identity.
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