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Abstract:

This study is concerned with researching the origin of contemporary Arab
narration, its technical and formal characteristics and its sexual nature,
identifying the extent of the contribution of both old Arab narration and western
narration in shaping contemporary Arab narration, and studying the reality of
contemporary Arab narratives as represented by "Abdullah Ibrahim".

"Abdullah Ibrahim" concluded that the Arab narrative is the fruit of the
mixture between the Arab narrative heritage and European narration, and
despite the existence of many Arab anecdotal forms in the past, the European
critical critic had a great role in determining the technical and formal
specificities of the Arab narrative types, just as the Arab narrative has As a
result of the disintegration and collapse of the previous literary genres, it dealt
with topics that other literary genres did not address, such as the question of the
ego and the other, as it shed light on the living reality and talked about the
marginalized in society, and the submission to the idea that That the Arabic
novel carrying European roots contributed to the negation of literary works And
the novelist that appeared before, and this idea became operative in an implicit
way that made Arab critical thought believe in this postulate and defends it, as
European culture has become immersed in the depths of Arab thought, and it has
a great role in determining what people are and their intellectual orientations,
because European culture owes much to Arab literature that it She contributed to
freeing him from the restrictions of stagnation and loss, and made him catch up
with the global culture through creativity in the field of the novel, as it has
spread awareness among Arab thought and awakened it from its sleep, and
translation, Arabization, and journalism have had a major role in the renaissance
of Arabic literature Develop it

The residence also had a great role in the genesis of the novel, as it is
considered the first prose narrative forms that Arab literature has known,
and critics and researchers have disagreed about the creator of this art, and
Hamdani presented to the writers who lived through the material from which
they originate in their creativity, and they influenced Arab cultures and cultures
What happened to it contributed to shaping the artistic peculiarities of the Arabic
novel. Each new literary genre is only the result of the disintegration and
collapse of previous literary genres, from which it takes its artistic peculiarities
and introduces some changes to it until it comes out in its final form.
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The novel's use of the previous literary narratives made it more able to
represent reality and monitor events in an interesting artistic way, as the
Arabic novel was formed after the intertwining of many internal and
external factors, the first was represented in the Arab literary heritage and the
use of the original language, while the external one was represented in the
role played Dby the European monetary determinant And what he established
ideas in the Arab literary scene. "So | am not a Frankish™ is considered the first
Arab novel, as it enacted the first rules of the Arabic novel, and despite that it
was decided that Zainab's novel is the first Arab novel technically mature,
because it agreed with the peculiarities of the European novel.

The Arabic novel was the fruit of mixing and interaction between the Arab

literary heritage and European literature, and therefore the dependency of the
Arabic novel on the European novel and its acceptance of all ideas and images
that were drawn around it and the absence of critical awareness made it fraught
with the spirit of tradition. Accordingly, this characteristic does not mean the
emergence of new creativity as much as it means revealing what the speech
hides from its patterns, but the European influence did not have a significant
impact on the emergence of the Arabic novel. This is what many critics and
researchers defended, because the influence of the West on the Arabs is
culturally referenced, and the evidence for this is that the Arabs had many
artistic types and anecdotal forms such as Thousand and One Nights and the
story on the tongue of animals and shrines.
Consequently, the novel is not a novel art, just as the narration was present in
the ancient Arabs as a practice and this is what we see in the fairy tales,
biographies, rhetoric, standing, but as a label or as a stand-alone science that did
not appear until a later period of time.

"Abdullah Ibrahim" tried to reveal the relationship between modern
narration and European narration, where we find many contemporary Arab
novels that draw some of their peculiarities from European culture, and
employ Western myths and symbols with multiple connotations, contemporary
narratives have a close link to the old narrative, from which it took its raw
material And shipped it with a new spirit that made it express reality with
sincerity, as the Arabic novel is flexible as it has the ability to absorb many other
literary types, Also, its ability to represent the world and embody it in a way that
Is almost similar to reality requires it to interact with many literary races in
order to reach its goal .The transformation of traditional literary genres and

307



the absence of fixed and stable textual elements and the small cultural values
that support ancient literature opened the wide field for the emergence of
modern Arab narration, where the book “Thousand and One Nights” is
considered the first prelude to the emergence of the art of the novel, but it is
included in the non-technical narration.

The novel did not settle in a fixed and final form, but it is always
transformed and changed, as the Arab novel accompanied many transformations
that took place in various fields and photographed political events and social
transformations, where it exceeded the taboo and broke the familiar and dealt
with new issues. As it was constantly changing and changing in response to the
changing conditions of society and the need for a writer or novelist to change,
and the press had a great impact on the emergence of the novel, and it became a
fictional creportage that works to discuss, explain, and simplify general
issues for readers.

Modernity contributed to the development of the modern Arab novel and
its artistic methods, and thus showed the differences between the different
literary types and multiple cultures, as the modern novel broke the stereotype of
the traditional novel and rebelled against it, and deviated from the traditional
structure by employing new and updated techniques.

The experimentation gave contemporary novelists the opportunity to break
free from the authority of the traditional model and to make the narration more
flexible and vital, and thus have the ability to absorb many literary types.

The Arabic novel evolved like any other literary genre. In the
beginning, it was an educational novel devoid of narrative elements, and then
a historical novel emerged that addresses historical events and gives them an
element of imagination. This type of novel is called the traditional novel, in
order to distinguish it from the new novel that appeared in the mid-twentieth
century, in which language was of great importance as the most important
components, Its language rose from poetic language to poetry , and in the
mid-twentieth century, many applied studies emerged about the poetry of the
novel and much interest in it in the twenty-first century. It is not a novel about
events and personalities, as the contemporary Arab novel seeks to present the
characters as realistic personalities, as it tries to give a realistic character to all
the narrative components.
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