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Study Summary:

The present study aimed to identify the relationship between sensory integration
and stereotypical movements in children with autism spectrum disorder, and to

verify the validity of the following hypotheses:

« The existence of a correlational relationship between sensory integration
and stereotypical movements in children with autism.

« The form of sensory integration prevalent among children with autism.

« The form of stereotypical movements prevalent among children with
autism.

« The existence of differences in sensory integration among children with
autism attributed to the age variable.

« The existence of differences in stereotypical movements among children

with autism attributed to the age variable.

We relied in our study on the descriptive method, where the study sample
consisted of 30 children with autism spectrum disorder who are cared for in the
Psycho pedagogical Center for Children with Intellectual Disabilities in
Médéa (Martyr Ould Khawa Fatima), the special classes in Ibrahim
Rahmani and Ben Aissa Hafsi Benat Bouziane Schools, and the Public
Community Health Institution in Tahtouh, Médéa Province.

Their ages ranged between 6 and 17 years, and we used the following tools to

collect data:

« The Sensory Integration Scale, prepared by Abdel Aziz El-Sayed El-
Shakh, Mahmoud Mohamed El-Tantawy, and Dalia Mahmoud Sayed
Taima.

« The Stereotypical Movements Questionnaire.

The results of the study showed the following:



« Thereis an inverse correlational relationship between sensory
integration and stereotypical movements in children with autism spectrum
disorder, meaning that the lower the level of sensory integration, the
higher the level of stereotypical movements.

« The predominant form of sensory integration in children with autism is
visual-motor coordination.

« The predominant form of stereotypical movements in children with
autism is limb-related stereotypical movements.

« There are no significant differences in sensory integration levels among
children with autism according to the age variable.

. There are no significant differences in stereotypical movements among

children with autism according to the age variable.

Keywords: Sensory integration, stereotypical movements, autism.
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