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Résumé:  

L’accord de Bâle (ǿǿǿ) constitue l’un des sujets principaux qui préoccupent 

la scène bancaire internationale actuelle, vu son importance dans le 

développement d’une culture de gestion des risques selon les normes 
internationales. Cet accord a été développé en réponse aux lacunes de la 

régulation financière révélée par la crise financière de 2008.  

Bâle (ǿǿǿ) est censé renforcer la résilience globale du secteur bancaire, en 

adoptant de nouvelles normes de fonds propres et de liquidité afin de renforcer la 

capacité du secteur bancaire à gérer de futures pressions économiques et 

financières  dans le but d’améliorer la gestion des risques et d’accroître la 

transparence bancaire. 

Cette étude vise à identifier le contenu du troisième accord de Bâle, ses 

perspectives d’application dans les banques arabes et les défis les plus importants 
auxquels font face ces dernières. En outre, elle vise à identifier les impacts de 

l’application de cet accord sur les activités des banques en général et leur 
capacité de financement du commerce extérieur en particulier. 

Dans un premier lieu; notre étude nous a permis de constater que les 

banques en Arabie saoudite et au Qatar ont pu aboutir à l’application des normes 
de Bâle (ǿǿǿ), pour ce qui est du reste des pays arabes tels que: Oman, le  Liban et 

le Maroc on a  pu voir qu’une majeure partie des accords a pu être adoptée. En ce 

qui concerne l’Algérie, la Tunisie et l’Egypte on peut dire que ces derniers  ne 
sont qu’à la phase primaire du processus afin d’aboutir à la généralisation des 
normes de Bâle (ǿǿǿ) dans leur secteur bancaire. 

En second lieu; afin d’étudier les effets de l’application des normes 

prudentielles de Bâle (ǿǿǿ) sur le financement du commerce extérieur on a 

sélectionné un échantillon de trois pays arabes à savoir l’Arabie Saoudite, le 
Qatar et le Liban. 

Le résultat de notre travail nous a permis de constater l’impact négatif  
qu’a eu Bâle (ǿǿǿ) depuis le début de son application en Arabie Saoudite et au 

Liban, alors que cet effet n’était pas évident au début dans les banques Qataries 
en 2014, avec l’apparition d’un léger effet négatif au début de l’année 2015. 

Mots clés : 

L’accord de Bâle (ǿǿǿ), les perspectives d’application de Bâle (III), les banques 

arabes, le financement du commerce extérieur. 

 



 

Abstract: 

 The third Basel accord is considered one of the most prominent issues at 

the moment, because of its major importance in the development of risk 

management culture according to international standards. This accord was 

developed in response to the deficiencies in financial regulation revealed by 

the financial crisis of 2008.  

Basel (III) is supposed to strengthen the global banking sector resilience, 

by introducing new standards for capital and liquidity to strengthen the banking 

sector’s ability to deal with future economic and financial pressures, and improve 

risk management and increase transparency. 

The purpose of this study is to identify the content of the third Basel 

accord, and the prospects for application in Arab banks, in addition the most 

important challenges faced by these banks. Also it aims to identify the 

implications for the application of this accord on banks’ business in general and 
their ability to finance international trade. 

 The results of this study indicate that Saudi Arabian and Qatari banks have 

applied Basel (ǿǿǿ) accord on schedule approved by the Basel Committee, and 

other countries, such as Oman, Lebanon and morocco have also applied a large 

part of standards, while other Arab countries such as Algeria, Tunisia and Egypt 

has begun to apply a small part of this accord. 

 In order to study the effects of the application of Basel (ǿǿǿ) in financing 
the  foreign trade, we have selected a sample of three Arab countries: Saudi 

Arabia, Qatar and Lebanon, where we show that the application of these 

standards has a negative impact on foreign trade financing in both Saudi Arabia 

and Lebanon, since the beginning of the application on their banks, but this effect 

was not evident at the beginning of the application of the accord’s standards in 
Qatari banks in 2014, with the emergence of slight negative effect at the 

beginning of the year 2015.    

Key words: Basel (ǿǿǿ) accord, application prospects of Basel (III), Arab banks, 

the financing of foreign trade. 
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80
Corporate governance principles for banks according to Basel Committee on Banking 

Supervision
 
(July 2015) 

Principle 1: Board’s overall responsibilities 

 The board has overall responsibility for the bank, including approving and overseeing 
management’s implementation of the bank’s strategic objectives, governance framework 
and corporate culture. 

Principle 2: Board qualifications and composition 

 Board members should be and remain qualified, individually and collectively, for their 

positions .They should understand their oversight and corporate governance role and be 

able to exercise sound, objective judgment about the affairs of the bank. 

Principle 3: Board’s own structure and practices  

The board should define appropriate governance structures and practices for its own work, 

and put in place the means for such practices to be followed and periodically reviewed for 

ongoing effectiveness. 

Principle 4: Senior management  

Under the direction and oversight of the board, senior management should carry out and 

manage the bank’s activities in a manner consistent with the business strategy, risk 
appetite, remuneration and other policies approved by the board. 

Principle 5: Governance of group structures 

 In a group structure, the board of the parent company has the overall responsibility for the 

group and for ensuring the establishment and operation of a clear governance framework 

appropriate to the structure, business and risks of the group and its entities.21 The board 

and senior management should know and understand the bank group’s organisational 
structure and the risks that it poses. 

Principle 6: Risk management function  

Banks should have an effective independent risk management function, under the direction 

of a chief risk officer (CRO), with sufficient stature, independence, resources and access to 

the board. 

Principle 7: Risk identification, monitoring and controlling  

Risks should be identified, monitored and controlled on an ongoing bank-wide and 

individual entity basis. The sophistication of the bank’s risk management and internal 
control infrastructure should keep pace with changes to the bank’s risk profile, to the 
external risk landscape and in industry practice. 

 

 



 

Principle 8: Risk communication  

An effective risk governance framework requires robust communication within the bank 

about risk, both across the organisation and through reporting to the board and senior 

management. 

Principle 9: Compliance 

 The bank’s board of directors is responsible for overseeing the management of the bank’s 
compliance risk. The board should establish a compliance function and approve the bank’s 
policies and processes for identifying, assessing, monitoring and reporting and advising on 
compliance risk. 

Principle 10: Internal audit  

The internal audit function should provide independent assurance to the board and should 

support board and senior management in promoting an effective governance process and 

the long-term soundness of the bank. 

Principle 11: Compensation  

The bank’s remuneration structure should support sound corporate governance and risk 
management. 

Principle 12: Disclosure and transparency  

The governance of the bank should be adequately transparent to its shareholders, 

depositors ,other relevant stakeholders and market participants. 

Principle 13: The role of supervisors  

Supervisors should provide guidance for and supervise corporate governance at banks, 

including through comprehensive evaluations and regular interaction with boards and 

senior management ,should require improvement and remedial action as necessary, and 

should share information on corporate governance with other supervisors. 
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